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acre less thap that on which they agreed, with
the result that the farm remains unsold. Ir
teems to me that when practical farmers
agree on a price, it is wrong for a Govern-
ment valuer to tell them, in effect, that they
do not know their business, and prevent a
sale from taking place. I was trustee for
a small estate and had two cash ofiers of
£600 from different buyers. When the offi-
cial valuation was made, the figure was re-
duced to £415, which meant that no busines,
was done, I did not push the price up; T
did not advertise the property, or praise it
in any way. XNevertheless the people were
prepared to pay the figure I have men-
tioned; but they were not allowed to do se.
I think the present Bill could have been sei
aside for some time to come. The set-up
of the board in the parent Act is satisfae-
tory—more so thap that which would apply
if the Bill were passed. I have at Jeast ons
amendment I propose to move at the Com.
mittee stage. In the meantime, I propose to
support the second reading.

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, debate
adjourned.

House adjourncd at 8.50 pm.

Tienislative C@\zgemhlg-

Tuesday, 16th October, 1945.
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QUESTIONS.
DAIRYING INDUSTRY.

(¢) As te Mastitis Campaign Literature.

Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

[ASSEMBLY.]

1, Has his attention been drawn to a state-
ment headed ‘“Mastitis Campaign” in the
“Dairy Farmer” of August, 1945, in which
it is stated the Vietorian Government is
distributing 30,000 coloured wall sheets and
booklets to farmers giving information in
regard to the spread and prevention of mas-
titis?

2, Will he obtain a supply of these wall
sheets and booklets and have them distri-
buted amongst the dairy farmers in this
Statet

The PREMIER (for the Minister
Agriculture) replied: .

1 and 2, Wall sheet and booklet upon mas-
titis as issued by the Department of Agri-
eulture, Vietoria, have been sighted by appro-
priate officers of the Department of Agri-
cultnre. Certain aspeets of this pamphlet
are considered unsuitable for conditions in
Western Australia, and the Department is
preparing another pamphlet and wall sheet
for issue in the near futnre. In the mean-
time a reprint from the “Journal of Agri-
culture” on mastitis is available, and large
numbers have heen issued to farmers.

for

(b} As to Treatment for Contagious
. Abortion.

Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister for
Agrieultore :

1, Is he aware that the Victorian Govern-
ment with )Jimited supplies of Strain 19 has
had 400 Vietorian dairy herds vacecinated, and
that “The Australian Dairy Review” of the
24th September, 1945, states that the Vie-
torian State Depariment of Agrigulture re-
perts that this effort to prevent contagious
abortion is meeting with very satisfactory
results?

2, In view of the importance of this in-
formation to the dairying industry, would
he state what action is being taken by his
department to obtain supplies of Strain 19,
and with what results?

3, Is it proposed to conduct any courses
of instruction amongst dairy farmers in the
near future instrueting them as to its use?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Agriculture) replied:

1, Yes, the Department of Agriculture is
fully aware of, and has complete informa-
tion in respeet to the work done in Victoria
in connection with the vaccination of cattle
with Strain 19. The vaccine was prepared
and sapplied by the Council for Scientific
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and Industrial Research and the work has
beenr done more or less in an experimental
eapaeity.

2, The Commonwealth Serum Laboratories
were requested to prepare quantities of vac-
vine for use in this State. Owing to lack
of cssential material, this has not yet been
done, but it is helieved supplies will be
available this month. Provision is made for
the manafacture of Strain 19 vaeccine in the
new veterinary laboratories which are now
in course of eonstruction.

3, Strain 19 vaccine is a live virus and
infectious to humans. It remains potent only
for o few days when subject to changes of
temperature. It is therefore not proposed to
instruet farmers in its use, and to prevent
its use indiseriminately, it will be made avail-
able through trained departmental officers.

SUPERANNUATION ACT, 1871,

As to Claims of Railway Men.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the Pre-
nier:

In view of the successful passage of the
Federal banking legislation recently, is the
State Government now in a position to meet
the claims of the railway men under the
1871 pension scheme?

The PREMIER replied :

The passage of the Federal Banking legis-
lation has no connection with the claims of
railway men under the 1871 pension scheme,

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Elecetricity.
2, State Electricity Commission.
J, Bouth-West State Power Scheme,
Introduced by the Premier (for the
Minister for Works).

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £1,800,000.

Message. .

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension,

On motion by the Premier resolved:

That so much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as is necessary to enable resclutions
from the Committees of Supply and of Ways
and Moans to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed those
Committees. and also the passing of the Supply
Bill through all its stages in one day.
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In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved inte Committee of
Supply, Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair,

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise—
Gascoyne) [4.40]: Y move—

That there be granted to His Majesty on
account of the services of the year ending the
30th June, 1946, a sum not exceeding
£1,800,000.
it will be remembered that in accordanee
with the Supply Bill {No. 1) of this session,
Supply was granted for £2,700,000, that
amount being made up as follows:—
£2,200,000

200,000

300,000

The expenditure for the first three months
of the current finaneial year from Supply
then granted was—

From Consolidated Revenue—

Goveramental £1,040,485
Publie  Utilities  1,273,880—£2,314,365
From General Loan Tund 225,195

The Revenue Estimates have been submitted
to members but authority for further Sup-
ply is necessary pending the passing of the
Appropriation Bill. The consideration of
the Estimates will take its normal course but
the need arises for the granting of Supply
in aceordance with the amount mentioned in
the Bill in order to bridge the gap between
the period covered by the previous Supply
Bill and the time when the Appropriation
Bill is introdueced and passed by Parlia-
ment. The Bill before members now pro-
vides for Suppiy as follows:—

From Consolidated Revenue Fund £1,600,000
From General Loan Fund 200,000

making a total of £1,800,000. It is expected
that this provision will be sofficient to
finance the activities of the Government un-
til the passing of the Appropriation Bill
Question put and passed.
Resolution  reporfed and
adopted.

Consolidated Revenue Fund
General Loan Fund
Treasurer’s Advance

the report

In Commitiee of Ways and Means.
The House resolved into Committee of
Ways and Means, Mr. Rodoreda in the
Chair.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. T, 8. Wise—
Gaseoyne) [4.46]: T move—
That towards making good the Supply

granted to His Majesty for the services of the
year ending the 30th June, 1946, a sum not
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exceeding £1,600,000 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund and £200,000 from the
General Loan Fund,

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and
adopted.

the report

All Stages,

In accordanee with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced, passed throngh all
stages without debate and transmitted to the
Couneil

BILL—BUILDERS’ REGISTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Read s third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reuading,
Debate resumed from the 9th OQectober.

HON. N, KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.49):
This Bill deals with the relations, inter se,
of the two Chambers of the Western Aus-
tralian Parliament and contains certain pro-
posals for the government of those relations
in the future with which I shall presently
deal. I do not propose to traverse again
the ground which has been so fully and so
well covered by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion excepi to say that I find myself in com-
plete aecord with the views he has put for-
ward. The Minister in charge of the Bill,
in the course of his second reading speech,
spent a good deal of time and spoke at some
considerable length—in fact, it eccupied al-
most half his speech—on the fact that the
franchise under which the Legislative Coun-
cil is clected was a different franchise from
that under which the Assembly Chamber is
elected, and on the faet that the number of
electors on the rolls of the Legislative Coun-
cil is far less than the number of electors on
the rolls for the Assembly, and also on the
fact that the percentage of clectors enrolled
for either House to vote at elections is very
much less in the case of the Legislative
Council than in the case of the Assembly
Chamber.

Now, the Minister used those facts and
he commented on them for the purpose of
supporting his case. I admit that he is quite
entitled to do so, beezuse those facts and
the subject-matter, strietly speaking, of this

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill are al) part and parcel of one and the
same proposition. I fcel sure that the Min-
ister will agree, and the House generally
will agree, that I am doing full justice to
the ense put torward by him when T say it
can be suceinetly and accurately deseribed in
the following words: “The Legislative As-
sembly is a demoeratically constituted Cham-
ber; on the other hand, the Legislative
Couneil is not, and therefore it was only
right and proper that the Legislative As-
scmbly should bhe given full power anid
authority, as representing the will of the
people, to impose its will on another place.”’
As T stated, I think I am deing full jux-
tice to the ecase made for this Bill by the
Minister and to very many other matters
he discussed, in those few words,

I desire at once to say that I join issue
with the Minister in his allegation that the
Legislative Assembly Charher is the demo-
cratically controlled or established Chamber,
and I also join izsue with him on the other
allegations and on the reasons resting on
those allegations which he put forward for
the purpose of supporting the Bill. Any
comparison between the number of electors
on the rolls of the two Houses or any com-
parison in the percentage of enrolled clee-
tors who have exercised their franchise at
election limes, is misleading for two reasons.
In the first place, no-one, however qualified
to become enrolled as an elector for the
Legislative Council, is under compulsion of
any kind or deseription to become so en-
rolled; and, in the second place, no-one
whose name appears on the eleetoral rolls
for the Legislative Council is under compul-
sion of any kind or deseription to record .
vote at election times, whereas in botlt
those instances eompulsion is applied in the
case of the Assembly. Nevertheless, it has
te he admitted that the namber on the rolls
for the Legislative Couneil is very mueh less
than the number on the rolls for the As-
sembly Chamber,

The member for Geraldion, at that time
Premier of the State Government, in his
policy speech at the general elections of
1943, stated that the number of electors on
the rolls of the Legislative Couneil formed
one-third of the number of electors on the
rolls for the Assembly Chamber: and, as he
was auoting from the returns of the then
Chief Eleetoral QOfficer—of course this is 8
few vears ago now—his fienres are nnassail-
ahle. But if consideration he given #~ the
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matter which I have just put before the
House, namely, that in the ease of the Legis-
lative Assembly it is compulsory for any
person who possesses the qualifications to be
an elector to enrol as such, whereas in the
case of the Legislative Couneil it is purely
a maftter of personal choice, the proportion
of three to one would appear to be exces-
sive. In fact, if every person who is en-
titled to be enrclled as an clector for the
Legislative Council was in fact enrollied, the
arithmetical ratio of the number of electors
on the rolls for the Assembly to the number
of electors on the rolls for the Couneil
would not exceed, even if it rveached, the
figure of two to one,

Hon, J. €. Willcock:
goess, is it not?

Hon. N. KXEENAN: It is a reasonabl:
guess.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Oh no!

Hon, N. KEENAN: It is a reasonable
guess, because we know that a very large
number is not enrolled. Mowever, in the
case of anything in the nature of a guess,
1 belongs entirely to the individual who
makes it.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: That is so. I agree
with that. It is just a guess.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Mr. Speaker, I want
to get back from the land of guess. We
comec to a statement made by the member
for Geraldton in the speech I have referred
to as the result of his investigation of our
electoral affairs. That statement was that
cvery person whose name appeared on the
rolls for the Legislative Council as an elee-
for enjoyed three times the electoral value
of a person whose name appeared on the
rolls for the Legislative Assembly only as
an eleetor. I am not by any means as
good sighted as I once was, but neverthe-
Jess I can very clearly see on the counten-
ance of the Minister for Justice & frown
of deep disapproval at this flagrant breach
of the ethics of demoeracy. ‘‘One man,
one vote: one vote, one value’’, may he
said to be the very corner-stones of the
edifice of democracy. So it is not at all
to be wondered at that the Minister for
Justice. who is an avowed and genuine
drmoerat, should be deeply distressed at
the disclosure that there are some in the
communitv who are enjoying even as hich
asg three times the electoral value of others
in the ecommunity.

That is purely a
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We offer, with due respeet, our sympathy
to the Minister for Justice in his distress.
But somehow I seem to recall that 1
warned the member for Geraldton he was
treading on dangerous ground when he
told the little world of Western Australia
what was the result of his investigation
ol our clectoral affairs. The reason why
ke was treading on dangerous ground was
bhecause he at that time was the leader of
the party in this House which was kept in
office and in power by the votes of mem-
hers who were returned by constituencies
the clectors of which, owing to the pauecity
of their members, enjoyed not three timns
but over ten times the electoral value of
other electors returning members to this
Chamber. Such a disclosure cught to shoek
the Minister for Justice to the very depth
of his soul.

Mr, Mann: Impossible!

Hon. N. KEENAXN: Tt ought to distress
him far beyond (he capacity of any sym-
pathy to assuage. DBuil owing to the sur-
vounding circwnstances and the influence
of those surrounding eircumstances, 1
think not! The returns of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, to which the member for
Geraldtun referrad in his speech in 1943,
contain many illustrations of this extra-
ordinary state of affairs. For instance,
those returns show that seven electorates
returned seven members to this House, and
that the total numher of electors in all the
seven constitucneies added together am-
ounted oaly to 11,399, or over 2,000 less
than the number of electors on the roll in
one electorate in the metropolitan area re-
furning one memher to this Iouse. All
seven members elected for those seven con-
stituencies sit on the Goavernment side of
the House. Aguin, those returns show that
the total enrolment of electors for the
Legislative Assembly for the whole Stake
amounts to 274,856, There are 50 elector-
ates returning 50 members 1o this House.
Therefore, if we divide that number by
A0, we will arrive at the average for the
State for one electorate. That figure, if
we earry ont the division, will be 5,500,
That is the net average for the State. Vet
there are 11 eleclorates having between
them a net average of only 2,309, less than
half the State average—considerably less
than half. The 11 members returned by
those 11 electorates sit on the Government
side of the House.
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The Premier: When the Government ol
which you were a member lost those seats,
it lost the Government, did it not?

Hon. N. KEENAN: And the Premier’s
party won it. s that the idea?

The Premier: You had those seats, and
the Government.

Hon. N. KEENAX: That is a very ean-
did eonfession. We lost it and the party
opposite won it. I do not know whether
that is so. Three were Labour seats.

The Premier: No.

Hon. N. KEENAXN: Still it is interest-
ing to learn that the Premier helieves in
the game of grab, and he was lueky
enough—

The Premier: I was not here. You were,
and you got out while the going was good!

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Hon. N. KEENAN: I presume there is
not an éxact limit to the number who can
take part in this debate. Therefore, I sug-
gest that members who are anxious to speak
shonld wait for their turn.

The Premier: As long as von do not
speak out of yours!

Hon. N. KEENAN: The position taken
np by us and the view we hold is this:
Whilst reform of the Upper House—to use
a phrase that is very common—is both de-
sirnable and neeessary, that reform should
he part and parcel of a general reform of
Parliament which should he intended to
produee a more equitable distribution of
weats; in other words, a more equitable re-
presentation for the people of this State.
It ix obvions that such reform must inelude
reform of this Chamber, so as to cnsure
that while due and proper regard is given
to the distanee of an electorate from the
~eat of Government and to the diffienlty
of those living in an oleetorate in reaching
the seat of (overnment, in arriving at the
numher of electors whe will be entitled to
return g ropresentative to this House, the
past and present-day ridicalous farce of a
Government heine kept in power hy the
votes nf members who yvepresent what are
nn hetter than mere pocket boronchs must
¢ome fo an end.

The Minister for Works: They elected
vour Government in 1930.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, X. EEEXAXN: I would like to have
the views of the Minister for Justice on
that matter. 1 preatly fear what those
views may be, becaunse I know that the Alin-
ister for Justice sits politically at the feet
of Mr. Theodore; and we all know that the
same Mr, Theodore, when FPremier of
Queensland, lefi to the electorate of
Queensland the issue as to whether the
Legislative Couneil in that Parliament
should continne or be abolished; and when
the eleetors, by a considerable—almost a
larre—majority, voted in favour of reten-
tion, the same Jr. Theodore threw their
verdict in the waste-paper basket, and by
many curicus and devious ways suceeeded
in abolishing the Upper House in Queens-
land. Ho 1 have a very limited hope of
any sympathy from the Minister in any
effort to rectify the scandalous outrage on
democraey whieh this Chamber represents.

The Minister for Justice: This Bill
deals with deadloeks.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I have already said
that we favour a teform of the Legislative
Council as part of a policy of general
democratisation of Parliament. I venture
to think that the majority of the members
of the Legislative Council Chamber itself
favours such a reform. DBut what is the
proposal put before them and before us?
As I remarked when I began my observa-
tiens, although the Minister said very
little about it, and though he said a lot
about the difference in the franchise of
the two Houses and the difference in the
number of electors on the rolls of the two
Hounses, the yurport of the Bill before us
is to regulate the relations of the two
Houses, However, I have admitted—and,
of course, I admit again—that the Minis-
ter was perfeetly entitled to refer to the
franchise of the Legislative Couneil and
its present comparison with the franchise
under whieh the Legislative Assembly
Chamber is ecleeted; but it is perfectly
clear that the Minister had no choice in
his evgmment. He had to drag it in De-
eause he was not in a position to point to
any clash of opinion betwern the two
ITonses which has oceurred within the last
deeade, and which was of sulficient im-
nportanes to instify the provisions of this
TiL The onlv clush of aninion of im-
portance that has occurred in recent days
was the differen~c hetween the twoe Houses
over the Bill to refer to the Commonwealth
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some of the sovereign rights of this Par-
liament and I venture to think that the
Minister would not care to say, in the
light of after events, and partienlarly in
the light of what has happened in the
last few weeks, that the Legisiative Coun-
cil was wrong in its attitude.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The people of the
State, by referendum, said they were
wrong.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The people of the
Ytate were misled into saying they were
wrong.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What about
Queensland? Were not they misled by the
Press?

Hon, N. KEENAN: What is happening?
The one hone of contention was on the
question of the control of employment.
The Bill proposed to hand over completely
to the Commonwealth for a number of
vears after the expiration of the National
Security Regulations—

Mr. SPEAKER: I think we had better
get back to the Bill.

Hon. N. EEENAN: I am answering an
interjection.

Mr. SPEAKER: Do not take any notice
of interjections!

Hon. N. KEENAN: I submit that it was
relevant in this case, in that it shows how
utterly impossible it would be now, when
" there i1s mot a man in this House who
wonld vote to hand over employment to
the Commonwealth, to object to the attit-
ude taken at that time by the Legislative
Council. So the Minister was forced io
buttress up his Bill by dragging in differ-
ences in the franchise and the difference
in the number of electors on the roll, and
the difference in the percentage of electors
on the roll who voted at the elections.

The Minister for Justice: And that was
vast.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I did not hear the
Minister.

The Minister for Justiee: I said that
was vast—V-A-S-T.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The only request
I make is, that when interjections are
made they should be made sufficiently loud
or clear for me to hear. Otherwise, they
are merely a nuisance.

The Premier: We gathered that!
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Hon. N. KEENAN: I am delighted to lis-
ten to interjections and answer them if I
can, but when I do not hear

The Premier: Or do not want to!

Hon. N. KEENAN: —I am put in a posi-
tion of great disadvantage. I was pointing
out that the Minister was quite entitled to
fall baek on that line of argument beeause
this matter, and the subject-matter of the
Bill, are one and the same. What is the
proposal that is put forward? It is this:
That the Legislative Council should cease
te be elected on a franchise different from
the franchise under which this House is
clected, and at the same time should submit
to be degraded to the position of a mere
rubber stamp so far as legislative authority
is econcerned.

The Minister for Justice: Similar te the
House of Lords.

Hon. N. KEENAN: In a moment, I will
deal with the House of Lords, and I bope
I will deal with it effectively. At the pre-
sent moment, I am pointing out that-that
was and is the proposal: that the Council
should be degraded to the position of a mere
rubber stamp. Without reserve, I say I
cannot agree to such a proposition as being
either honest or logical. It is.not honest
becanse those who make it must make it with
the clear design that it will be rejected; and
it is not logical because by no possible means
of logie or reason could it he assumed that
the Legislative Couneil wonld agree, if
elected on the same franchise as this House,
to occupy a position not merely of sub-
serviency but of abject subserviency to this
Chamber.

The Minister for Justice: It would be on
a similar basis to the Senate.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If another place
could truly allege that it was eleeted on the
same franchise as this House, it could then
¢laim that it had received exactly the same
mandate to govern that this House reecives.
Tt could ther claim the right to put Gov-
ernments in and out of power, and originate
money Bills, and indulge in all the privi-
leges which at present are the sole right of
this Chamber. Such a state of affairs is
unthinkable and yet it is the end of the
path that the Minister in his c¢are-free man-
ner is prepared geily to tread. If the Min-
ister brought down a Bill to sbolish the
Upper House, I wounld not vote for it, be-
cause I am a firm believer in the bicameral
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system, but I would respect such a Bill
The Bill hefore the House deserves no
respect, nor do any of the grounds put
torward in its support. What possible sup-
port can be derived from citing the Parlia-
ment Act of 1911 of the Parliament of West-
minster? The House of l.ords is not an
vlected Chamber. A noble peer represents
nobody except his noble self.

Mr. Cross: He can be a member of the
louse of Lords even if he is a lunatic.

Hon. N. KEENAN : Taken collectively, the
members of the Legislative Council repre-
sent many tens of thousands of electors. The
three representaiives of the Metropolitan-
Suburban Provinee each represent 30,000
electors or, if I am bound to he meticulously
ncenrate, 29,917 electors.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It could be said that
tliey represent about 5,000 each, who voted
for them. That is the proportion of the
30,000 gn the roll that voted for them.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is an absurd
answer, that the eleetor does not bother fo
go to the poll. There is a eure for that,
=0 why does not the member for Geraldton
propose the cure? That also happened at
ome time in respeet of elections for this
House, until the cure was applied, so that
argument is no good. T turn now to the
reference made to some of the Canadian pro-
vinces, which was not even accorate. No-one
knows better than does the Minister for Jus-
tice that there is a whole world of difference
hetween the government of the Provinees of
Canada and of the States of Australia.

In Aunstralia, the Governments of the
States are independent sovereign bodies,
which have surrendered some, and some only,
of their powerd to the Commonwealth, All
the powers that they have not surrendered
remain ghsolutely within their prerogative,
whereas in Canada the only sovereign inde-
pendent power is the Dominion Parliament.
It has delegated some, and some only, of
its powers to the Parliaments of the Pro-
vinces. So it will be seen that in neither case
cited by the Minister is there to be found
even the shadow of authority for what is
proposed. The one ouistanding fact is that
in the whole world of English-speaking
people, whether within or without the eon-
fines of the British Empire, the Minister has
found no other examples to buttress his case
than the two that I have shown to be abso-
lutely worthless. At the heginning of my
speech I said, with the concurrence of the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Minister and, I hope, with the eoneurrence of
the House, that the whole case for this Bill
rested on the allegation that this Chamber is
a democratic governing Chamber.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you say it is not %

Hon. N. KEENAN: 1 am absolutely cer-
tain it is not, and that everyone in this
House who gives the matter a moment’s
thought will agree that it is not, and thatl
il is a standing scandal and an insult to de-
moeraey. 1 ask this House to throw ount this
Bill and to turn its attention, as soon as
conveniently possible, to the framing of a
measure that will secure equitable representa-
tion of the people in this Parliament, and
so retain the loyalty of the people to this
Parliament in what might possibly be the
dark days fo coms,

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
{PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD).

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the 9th Oectober,

MR. MANN (Beverley) [5.20]: There
has been a considerable amount of discus-
sion on this Bill by members on this side
of the House, but T have gone through it
very earefully and I see nothing in it at
all. This is the first time the Medical Aect
has come up for amendment in the last 50
vears, and to mie and many other members
on this side of the House, \there is very
little in the Bill. I would advise the Gov-
croment to withdraw it and bring in a com-
prebensive Bill. Under the praposals con-
tained in this Bill we are to give the whole
of the power to the doetors again. The Bill
provides for the appointment of a board
of seven persons, six of whom are to he
medical men. 1 would like to know who
the seventh person will be. Tt is mentioned
in the Bill that he will not be a civil servant,
but T would like to ask the Minister whether
the seventh person will he an ex-eivil ser-
vant.

The Minister for Health: Not necessarily.

Mr. MANN: Will the Minister give the
House an assurance that the seventh mem-
ber of the board will not be an ex-civil ser-
vant?
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The Minister for Health: I cannot give
that assurance, because it might be anyone.

Mr. MANN: I think it is time that the
whole question of the medieal profession and
the charging of excessive fees and so on
was dealt with. If such a board is appointed
to deal with misdemeanours of medical men,
such & man will be dealt with by other doc-
tors. The thing is not demoecratic, and, if
such Bills continue to be passed, this Cham-
ber will become less democratic every day.
Here is suggested & body of men to decide
whether a certain man is incompetent, or
whether he has committed a misdemeanour
or has been disorderly. There are some medi-
cal men today who, though they have passed
through a university and have obtained de-
grees and become qualified, are not fit to be
doctors.

The Minister for Health: That applies to
many professions,

Mr. MANN: No-one can disguise the fact
that some of them, though they have the
qualifications, should never be doectors.

The Minister for Health: As I have said,
that applies to all professions.

Mr. MANN: That is so, but herc we are
dealing with a matter affecting human life
and the saving of human life, soc T would
like to see the Bill withdrawn completely.
There is yet time for a Select Committee
of members to frame a Bill that would be
mueh more comprehensive than this onc,

The Minister for Health: That is your
opinion.

Mr. MANN: It will be found to be the
weneral opinion, everywhere. Who are to
decide this question but the same body of
men——

The Minister for Health: Who clse could?

Mr. MANN: This board will decide and,
as a board, will have the right to expel a man
who may be a competent specialist. What
is to be the position of country men who
have practised for a long time in large coun-
try towns, and who may have proved them-
selves to have cexcellent nbility in dealing
with certain diseases? This board is to de-
cide the question. No man shounld practise
in the eity as a specialist wnless he has guali-
fieations from = recognised university. The
leading specialists in Furope today must
have passed examinations and have gained
their qualifications in the universities of
Europe or of England. Prior to the war,
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many men went to Vienna to do post-gradu-
ate courses, but other doctors went on pleas-
ure trips, and mow such people ecould put
up their shingles as specialisis.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: They ean do it in
any ease, NOW.

Mr. MANN: We should make use of the
man who is a specialist. I read the ether
day where a country doctor had bought a
city specialist praetice. I do not know
whether he has any ability as a specialist,
but be is now specialising. I hope the Bill
is withdrawn. I hold no brief for refugee
doctors, but I wonder what their fate will
be if this Bill is passed, now that the war is
over and it is the State, apparently, that is
to decide their fate, They were of consider-
able help to us, though they were glad
enough lo he able to earn a living whila the
war was on. If they have the qualifications,
it seems wrong for them to be turmed out
while we have not sufficient doctors avail-
able. Xf we are to bring down a Bill after
fifty years, let it be one that will cover the
posilion properly. I defy anyone to show
that this is such a Bill. I hope the Minis-
ter will withdraw the Bill and either arrange
for n Seleet Committee to go into the matter
or frame a Bill that will snit the wishes of
the House,

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [5.27]: My
approach to this Bill is similar to that
of the member for Beverley. I feel that
it should be far more comprehensive than
are the provisions contained in the amend-
ment before us. I have some regard for
alternative methods of healing or curing.
I do not say, necessarily, that I would
approach these other people for treatment,
or that I fully understand the methods
they adopt, but there is no gainsaying the
fact that many people who are in trouble
seck the assistance of those who do not
come within the eategory of medical prac-
titioners. In other parts of the world such
people Teceive recognition on a broad seale,
I understand that in America, for instanee,
there are in the vieinity of 25,000 regis-
tered practitioners, known as naturopaths.
While T am not familiar with the methods
of treatment and healing adopted hy such
people, I understand that the term includes
dictitians, osteopaths, echiropractors, and a
number of inter-related organisations that
cover such people. It might happen that
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we in Australia are not abreast of the
times in the matter of medical treatment.

Mr. Cross: Diplomas in all these things
are granted in the United States of
America.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so, and, in other
parts of the world, people wishing to
practice have to attend schools ond pass
certain courses and qualify on much the
same lines as our doctors have to do. The
reason why I give some emphasis to this
point of view is that 1 in eommon with
other members have received a cireular
setting out certain complaints from the
puint of view of ihose who style them-
selves the United Health Practitioners’
Association of Australia.

Mr. Cross: It would make you laugh,
would it not?

Mr. GRAHAM: That might be the re-
aetion of the member for Canning. The
Bil! makes specific mention of chiroprac-
tors and dietitians, but I am unaware that
there appears anywhere in our statufes &
definition of those persons. With the
member for Deverley, I feel that the
Minister should consider bringing down a
comprehensive Bill to cover not only those
aspects of treatment or healing but also
others worthy of reeognition so that we
might have contained in the law a proper
definition of the other pecple of whom I
have spoken. I visualise the greatest diffi-
culty in sceking to incorporate in this Bill,
of which I am not enamoured, any amend-
ments along the lines of those suggested
by the United Health Practitioners' Asso-
ciation unless we have a definition of the
class of people covered by that association.

There are several other matters Lo which
I desire briefly to refer. Here I repeat to
some extent what has been said by pre-
vinus speakers. There is no clause in the
Bill providing for any control whatsoever
aver the fees to be charged by medical
practitioners. It 15 not necessary for me
to give individual cases of extortionate
fees haviuy been charged by doetors.
Members are probably aware of numerous
instances of this, both with regard to in-
dividual visits to the homes of sick per-
sons and with regard to operations of
varions kinds. As the health of the com-
munity is of general importance, this is
not the exclusive perquisite of the medieal
fraternity, and as the charges are so ter-
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rifically high, it is the right of the people
ihrough Parliament to have embodied in
legislation at least & maximum scale of
charges.

It is quite beyond me fo suggest what
would be a reasonable figure for the many
different complaints treated or the opera-
tions performed, but let me iention an
instance from personal experience. A child
of mine had an operation for tonsilitis—a
very common complaint. From the time the
child went under the anaesthetic until the
doctor was speaking to me after having
completed the operation, only 1¢ minutes
had elapsed. Had there heen a whole sne-
cession of patients, it is easy to work out
that at that rate doctors could make for
themselves hundreds of pounds per week,
and the most payable operation would cer-
tainly not be that of extracting tonsils.
Therefore I say that the fees charged arc
out of all proportion to the seale that ought
to be charged or that we ought to permit.
The fact that there is no specifie provision
in the Bill governing the fees that may be
charged should eondemn the measare.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Is it not possible to
send a child to the hospital and have the
tonsils removed free of charge?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am unaware whether
that conld have been done, but in any event
the fact that the great majority of opera-
tions of necessity are underteken by medi-
cal men and execlusively so where they are
major operations means that that avenue
would offer no relief. 1 do not know that
there has heen any call for the amendment
embodied in the Bill, but I feel confident
that if 2 measure were introduced making
provision to place some curb or check on
the fees charged by doctors, it would meet
with approval and approbation from many
parts of the State and, I venture to say,
there wonld be hardly any objection to it.

The Minister for Health: We could make
provision similar to that contained in the
English Act.

Mr. GRAHAM: Whatever line is fol-
lowed, when a measure with that object in
view is brought forward, we can consider
the merits of the provision. Because this
Bill is lacking in that respect, I have not
much enthusiasm for it.

Another aspect upon which I desire to
touch is that of the proposed new medical
board. It is to consist of seven individuals,
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six of whom shall be medical practitioners
and one whom we may call a layman. Such
a board might be satisfactory if it were
intended to deal more or less with matters
that are the exclusive prerogative of the
medical fraternity, namely, to decide what
shall constitute the qualifications {o entitle
a man to be registered as a medical prae-
titioner, what qualifications shall be neces-
sary before a medical practitioner may be
termed a specialist, and what disqualifica-
tions shall apply in the event of a doctor’s
heing guilty of any misdemeanour. With
regard to the applieation of medical prac-
tice generally, however, this is a com-
munity Aet and not a doctors’ Aet, and
doctors should not be given all the effective
say on a board as they would have if six
out of the seven members were doctors,
Hather is it the right of the eommunity to
have a dircet, deliberative and decisive
voiee on the board with the assistance and
gzoidanee of medical practitioners.

I feel that a medical board to deal! with
the several matters covered by the parent
Act should be far wider than that operating
at present or than that proposed under this
amending Bill. I do not desire to suggest
the various inferests that ought to be repre-
sented on the hoard, but I see no reason
why members of the nursing profession
should not be entitled to representfation,
the doctors being given a preponderance
only when dealing exclusively with doctors’
affairs. In view of the remarks I have
offered, I feel that I must vote against the
sceond reading. If the Bill should pass the
second reading, I shall give my support to
or assume the initiative in moving amend-
ments that will substantially improve the
measure. I think I have said sufficient to
show that I am anything but satisfied with
the Bill in its present form.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.40]: I, too,
have received a circular from the United
Health Practitioners’ Association. While the
Bill provides protection for the orthodex

doetors, it is very difficult to decide how.

far we should shut out unorthodox people
from this important calling.  Under the
Legal Practitioners’ Aect, it is true, lawyers
are fully protected, and there is no way of
wmetting that work done other than by a
qualified man, Tf we follow the eourse of
history, however, we must realise that tre-
mendous changes have occurred in the prac-
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tice of medicine, In the lifetime of many
of us, confrary ideas have been put into
effcet by various members of the profession,
and it would be dangerous to pass legisla-
tion that would entirely eliminate the oppor-
tunity of rival theorists to ecome forward
with ideas that in due time might alter the
whole course of treatment, The United
Health  Practitioners’ Association  bas,
amongst its objectives, the following:—

{1) To educate the lay public towards am
appreciation of the curative powers inherent

in Nature and encourage the use of natural
health methods.

We know that doctors today to a great
extent follow that idea. We know also that
as far baek as the time of Hippocrates,
2,000 years ago, the nature cure was adopted.
However, the question as I see it is this:
Is it advisable for us to pass a Bill that
would prevent any new idea or theory that
may be discovered from being practiced ¥

The Minister for Health: Do not you
think that that should be provided for in
scparate legislation?

Mr. NORTH: It might have to be in-
cluded in scparate legislation, but in this
Bill, the Minister has, to some extent, made
pravision for it. He says that dietitians and
chiropractors may practice so long as they
do not treat specific disenses.

The Minister for Health: That is the
amendment that was inserted in the Bill last
session.

Mr, NORTH: Yes, If a dietitian is going
to advocate some sort of diet mercly for the
sake of doing so, it would not have much
effect on paticnts whe were not really sick,
but if there are sick peple who wish to un-
dergo some partieular kind of nature cure
at the hands of a person who is not ortho-
dox and who has not passed the ordinary
course of training, the question we have to
decide is whether it wonld be advizable to
forbid that. It is a very imporfant ques-
tion.

The Minister for Health: Do you think
anyore should be allowed to start in prae-
tice without qualifieations?

Mr. NORTH: I think that in an edueated
community, which ours should be, if any suf-
ferer goes to someone to be cured or helped,
and does so with his eyes open, and if the
person he gocs to has on his brass plate the
fact that he is not an orthodox medieal man



1240

and has not gone through the usunal course,
then I canvot see that we should interfere
with the patient who goes fo such a man.

The Minister for Health: Would you sane-
tion that in all professions?

Mr. XORTH: XNo. The legal profession
could not do that. 1If the Minister could
find some way to enable these new theorists
to obtain a cult or footing, that would be
all right with me. I would support a separ-
ate measure if that were his idea. In other
parts of the world we have seen fhat there
is a large following of these other eallings
which are doing a great deal of good work.
We know that years ago doctors did not give
a tbonght to food, and laughed at it as a
cause of illness. A certain Dr. Tibbett, in
1913, broke the ice. He was, I think, the
first doctor in our generation to say that
faulty food was the cause of two-thirds of
the sickness, and that doctors must include
food and dieteties. At that time there was
no following for the doctor because he was
the pioneer.

Suppose another new set of gircumstances
arose! It may be, for example, that some
wireless enthusiast might discover that won-
derful cures were to be effected by short-
wave radio. Are such new ideas to be shui
out for say 20 or 30 years until the medieal
profession cares to take them up? TUnless
the Minister intends to bring forward sep-
arate legislation to cover these points, I
shonld like in Committee to take steps to
bring about what I am aiming at, whilg
making it clear to the publie that these are
not orthodox mediecal men and have not the
qualifications as such, and that if patients
went to them they would do so at their own
risk and with their eyes open.

On motion by Mr. Shearn, debate ad-
Jjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 11th October on
the Treasurer's Financial Statement and on
the Annual Estimates, Mr. J. Hegney in
the Chair.

Vote—Legislative Council, £2,363.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [5.48]:
The member for York in addressing himself
to the Estimates said that in his opinion
the Budget made somewhat dismal reading.
I do not consider it so dismal as disappoint-
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ing after examining or analysing the various
items contained in it. I was pleased to find
that the Premier had departed from what
seemed to be the growing practice so far
as this Parliament and Government are con-
cerned of ever howing to the financial die-
tates of the mighty Eastern States. The
Treasurer’s departure from that was interest-
ing, and in budgeting as he did for a deficit
of £207,000, he took a revolutionary step
away from the policy that has been followed
by the Government for a considerable num.-
ber of years. That aspect was pleasing to
me because it revealed that there was an in-
clination on the part of the Government to
consider more the needs of the community
than the means, and the fact that we were,
through unfortunate agreements, limited in
obtaining those means. When I analyse
the position however, I find that the pros-
pect is not as pleasing ns it originally ap-
peared to he.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that mem-
bers on the front Opposition bench should
cease from talking becanse that must be very
disconcerting to the member for Mt. Mar-
shall.

Mr, LESLIE: I find there is a proposed
lessening in  departmental expenditure of
£324,000, A considerable proportion of that
lessening in departmental expenditure is due
to the transference of a ccrtain amount of
maney, but I find that a good deal of the
increase in expenditure that was indicated
by the Budget defleit of £207,000 is actually
not there. The deparimental increase in
expenditure amounts only to about £86,100.
On analysing the position and the items con-
tained in the Budget, I find the results dis-
appointing. Let me instance the Education
Vote. The Leader of the Opposition stated
that the amount of £26,000 was skimmed over
lightly by the Premier. No doubt the major
portion of that amount is to be absorbed in
the reinstatement of men who are returning
from their war service to the service of the
department, and that means that increased
expenditure on edueational facilities to
schools has not been provided as we haped
the increase in the vote would indicate.

In the Department of the Minister for the
North-West I find an increased expenditure
of £36,000. Until I had analysed the figures
that gave me some encouragement. I find,
however, that in connection with the De-
npartment of Native Affairs there is a de-
crease of £200. That is disuppointing, espe-
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cially in view of the considerable agitation
that has been voiced in this House and else-
where to the effect that the Government
should interest itself more keenly concern-
ing the natives. A decrease of £200 in the
expenditure for the current year does not
indicate that any drastic action is going io be
taken by the Government to overcome exist-
ing difficulties and to meet the problems
which have been growing up in connection
with our pative population. Most of the
amounts provided for the departments con-
trolled by the Minister for the North-West
concern mainly increases in salaries and
wages for men employed on or about
wharves, jetties, ete. We find that increased
expenditure which may have stirred some
hope in our hearts of a promise of additional
facilities is not going to lead to a realisa-
tion of our hopes.

In connection with the Department of
Public Health there is an increase of over
£1,000 for the Flying Doctor Service, a
very commendable increase. A sum of £3,000
is also provided for grants and subsidies to
infant health centres, and another £3,000
is ineluded in an amount payable by the
Medical Department for salaries. Con-
sidering that last year the department took
over the payment of salaries to the nurses
employed in the Department of Publie
Health I take it that a eonsiderable amount
of hoth lots of £3,000 is going to be absorbed
in the payment of Government commitments
in that direction. I expect the Committee
will listen with interest to what the Minister
for Health has to say when bringing down
his vote as to the direction in which it is
proposed to spend the £6,000. Another dis-
appointing feature of the Budget was that
the Police Vote has been reduced hy £695.
‘We know that the police force at present is
not adequate for the requirements of the
State, and provision must be made with a
return to normal conditions for the appoint-
ment of additional police officers. It seems
that nothing is to be done in this connection
during the coming year because only £31 is
provided by way of an increase in salaries,
which does not indicate the appointment of
additional police officers.

There is also a decrease of about £700
in the amount allowed for services in the
Police Depariment. Included in these ser-
vices is the payment to police officers of
travelling allowanees. That is payable to
officers at country police stations. I think
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the Minister in charge of the Police Depart-
ment is aware—he should be aware if he is
not—of the fact that there is great dissatis-
faction amongst police officers in the coun-
try distriets concerning the allowance paid
for travelling. Irrespective of the aetual
costs involved, the distance these olficers
have to travel and the amount they are
obliged to spend—most of them use their
own motorcars—they receive a set amount of
about £4 a month. That is totalty inade-
quate to meet the service they have to per-
form. Many of the services provided by
the department to its own staff are also in-
adequate and unsatisfactory. It is going to
be a great disappointment to the officers of
the Police Department to know that the
services they are entitled to are going to be
pared down still further. They will also be
disappointed because the number of police
officers is not going to be increased during
the current year, or apparently so as no
provision is made for an increase.

A substantial increase has been allowed
in the ease of the Department of Agrienlture.
An examination of the items leads me to the
conclusion that this is one department in
which we can see that there has been a
“dinkum” increase in the facilities that are
to be made available to the people. Omne
item I welcome particularly is the inereased
amount of over £1,000 to he made available
for the destruction of the grasshopper pest
throughout the State. This, of course, will
concern my clectorate to some extent. I
also welcome the fact that there is to he
inereased expenditure in various research
departments in conneection with agrieulture.
I presume that expenditure will be ab-
sorbed in dealing with questions relating
to soil and the examination of the prob-
lems of soil erosion. In desaling with revenue
and expenditore, I think there is a definite
need for an overhaul of the social and
financial strucinre of our State.

Reference has heen made by the Leader
of the Opposition and the member for West
Perth to our financial relations with the
Commonwealth and the need for drastic
alteration in that connection, so I do not
propose to traverse that ground. - I do
think, however, that an examination of
Government finanee, its applieation to
the people and the method of operations, is
definitely needed. For instance, we take
ahout 25 per eent. to 30 per cent. of our
revenue every year to pay interest "and
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sinking fund on our borrowings. For a
State that has a revenue of only £13,000,000
odd, that seems an extraordinarily large
amount. Last year out of nearly £14,000,000,
we paid £4,250,000 in interest and sinking
tund. This year we estimate to pay about
£4,000,000 in that way out of an estimated
revenue of £13,750,000. It is definitely a
disproportionate amount to go towards pay-
ing off a dead horse.

The Minister for Justice: What do you
suggest to remedy the position?

Mr. LESLIE: Give me a moment and 1
will tell the Minister. The fact that we are
paying off this large amount of money,
which is making such a eclaim on our
limited revenue, has restricted all the social
services available to the taxpayers. Aec-
cording to the returns, the State tax per
head of population last year was £7 19s. 7d.
Out of that sum £4 5s. 1d. was spent on
social services to the tazpayer. Im other
words, 53 per cenf, was so used and 27 per
eent. was ahsorbed in interest and sinking
fund charges. Whether we have over-
capitalised our State, whether we have over-
borrowed or whether we are paying too
much interest on the amount we have bor-
rowed, I am not prepared to say. But I do
say that it is a disproportionate amount,
and for that reason we have a just ¢laim
to approach the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and ask for a lessening of that bur-
den.

The Minister for Justice: Do not you
think we want monetary reform to rectify
these things?

Mr. LESLIE: I do not think that is
necessary. We really need a readjustment
of valnes amongst ourselves. We in this
State are in this position that we are the
hewers of wood and the carriers of water
for the Commonwealth. There is ne ques-
tion ahout that, hut for every ounce of de-
velopment. in this State we are compelled
to carry a big baby. We have to hear the
hurden of interest and sinking fund charges
so that we repay the whole lot. But the
Commonwealth Government is benefiting
from the development in Western Australia
because we are such a tremendously large
exporting State. The iraports and trade re-
lations of the Commonwealth with outside
countries are dependent on our export trade
and, to a large extent, on the eaontribution
that Western Australia makes. In these
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circumstances we have a right to a greater
share of the benefits that come from the
national income. We should not be called
upon to bear so great a proportion of these
developmental charges out of our ordinary
costs. I wish to deal with another feature
of our public funds in connection with
our public utilities, We have to provide,
as a charge against the revenue earned by
our publie utilities, for the repayment of
sinking fund,

It seems to me pecunliar that it has never
appeared to anybody that the levying of
sinking fund charges against revenue be-
fore we are aware that the revenue can
stand it, is not ordinary business practice,
neither is it fair to the users of that publie
utility. No undertaking asks that it should
pay a profit during each year of itz opera-
tions and, at the same time, provide a
return of portion of the capital invested in
that husiness. That is what we are doing
with the railways.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: That is not so. They
do not pay sinking fund; they even cannot
pay their interest!

Mr, LESLIE: It is charged against thew,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That does not mat-
ter.

Mr. LESLIE: It makes a difference. We
are told every year that our railways show
a defieit.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It is not charged
against them.

Mr. LESLIE: Let us take the railways
with the rest of the publie utilities. We
are told that we have a defieit on our publie
utilities. If we analyse the figures we find
charged against their revenune the sinking
fund item; in other words. proviszion for
the return of the capital. As a result, the
charges to the users of those pnblic utili-
ties are based on costs which include that
item.

The Minister for Works: That is not so.

Mr. LESLIE: Tt is so. I am taking the
fizures here. Provision is mnde in this
year's Budget for £711,000 sinking fund.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It is not charged
against the railways.

Mr. LESLIE: It is charged neainst pub-
lie utilities generally.

Hon. J. ¢, Willeoek: Tt =  charged
acainst the taxpayers; against Consolidated
Rovenne,
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Mr. Watts: It is all the same.

Mr. LESLIE: It amounts to the same
thing. We cannot make a public utility pay
for the simple reason that we are making
this charge against each publie utility irres-
pective of whether it is in a position to meet
it or not.

The »inister for Works: The Leader of
the Opposition cannot get you out of this
one.

Mr. LESLIE: The payment of interest
or the mecting of any fund should only
come out of the surplus resulting from the
normal operations of an ordinary public
utility, and that principle should prevail
here. I do not mind & sinking fund when
we have spent money on something that is
not a definite or fangible asset. But why
there should be a sinking fund for the re-
turn of an established capital asset is be-
yvond me. What is going to happen in 50
or 100 years’ time when we have written
off the whole of the dehts in connneetion
with the railways? Where will the money
be then? Tt will all be gone, and in the
meantime we are saddled with these costs.
There is definite need for an overhaul of the
public accounts so that these charges will
not be levied against the users of publie
utilities, but against all the taxpayers.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It is against the
taxpayvers now and not the railway users.
The taxpavers of the metropolitan area
contribute to that item.

Mr. LESLIE: I cannot find the figures
as to the actnal major portion of the tax,
but the maior portion of any taxation eomes
from the primary producers. I do not neces-
sarily mean omnly the growers of wheat,
hecanse they are not the only producers of
new wealth.

The Minister for Works: What about the
hewers of wood?

Mr. TESLIE: They are primary pro-
dacers. The people in the metropolitan area
are not hewers of wood.

Hon. J. C. Willeock:
hewers of gold and coal?

Mr. L¥SLIE: They are also primary
producers. I count all those people as pri-
mary producers because they represeni the
only source of new money. We do not eir-
culate the same 2s. piece over and over

What about the
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again. We have to find new money to meet
our eommitments. Let me say, in connec-
tion with our primary producers, that T am
rather concerned at the Premier's attitude
in regard to what is going to happen in
the post-war period. It seems to me that
he is looking to the future from an over-
pessimistic point of view. He is afraid
that the ceuntry is going to expand to such
an extent that it will find itself reaching
the position of tremendous over-produe-
tion and will have to go into a depression
or a state of deflation, which will be tragie.
T agree that there will come a time when
the dispesal of our produets will not he
as casy as it is today; when the demand is
going to lessen. That the demand for our
produets is any less or there are fewer
users of them, will be beeause someone has
interfered with the system of distribution.

While we have ended a war of shot and
shell we are starting on one far more deadly
—a war the effects of which wilt be similar
to one that occurred about 1930. The re-
sult of that war—a trade war—was felt for
many years. The war that we are about
to face is one that no nation can afford be-
cause not only does it mean a loss of
national health, but a loss of morale. I be-
lieve that in Australia, and in most eoun-
tries, we have not yet recovered—partica-
larly the younger people—from the tremen-
dous blow to our morale that oceurred dur-
ing the international trade war which re-
sulted in starvation in the midst of plenty.
I say, with regard to the post-war period,
that it is up to us to take advantage of
every opportunity available for the expan-
sion of our produection, even though that
expansion may be temporary. We are
pretty weak if we eannot, as time and eir-
cumstances change, readjust to meet altered
conditions. So I do not agree with the
Premicr that we have to watch earefuily
that we do not over-expand. I can see no
possibility in these immediate post-war years
of over-expansion, or of over-production.
But T do believe that right here and now,
and in these immediate post-war years, we
must consider the question of stabilising
our primary industries and getting them on
to a solid financial foundation. I am par-
ticularly interested in the question of stahil-
ising the wheat industry.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 pa.
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[Mr. Fox took the Chair.]

Mr, LESLIE: I was making some refer-
ence to the necessity for the stabilisation of
primary industries. The one I wish to deal
with particularly is the wheat industry. Be-
fore touching on that matter, I desire to men-
tion the fact that one of the vital primary
industries—the wool industry——is, beeause of
direct government obligations and because
of the amount of money Governments them-
selves have invosted in dealing with the raw
materials, in a satisfactory position in
that its stabilisation, over a long period
of years, has been arranged. I do not
think for onc moment that the stabi-
lisation plan in that respeet was inaugur-
ated hecause of any desire on the part of
the Governments to assist the growers but
rather was due to the fact that so much
government money wag involved. I feel
that were the position similar with regard
to the wheat industry in particular and
other activities as well, those industries, too,
would have had applied to them stabilisation
schemes of a like deseription. I see no dif-
fienlty in that direetion and it should be the
duty of the State Government to interest it-
self in the matter. At present wheat is in
heavy demand, so much so that the Canadian
Government has fixed a ceiling price. Aec-
cording to Press reports, the Australian
YWheat Board has aceepted that price as the
basis for the Australian wheat price round
about 7s. 5d. and 7s. 6d. per bushel f.o.h.
at ports. In those eircumstances, there
should be no difficulty in giving a reason-
ably payable price to growers, round ahont
Gs. a bushel, and any surplus on realisations
could be placed in a pool as a reserve against
the day when wheat drops below a price that
is payable to growers.

Mr. Watts: Provided the Government

pays the difference on stock feed and the
rest.

Mr. LESLIE: That aspect enters into the
question. The member for ¥Mt. Magnet re-
referred to the subsidising of primary in-
dustries. As regards wheat it i1s not really
the industry that is heing subsidised at all.
It is the consumers of the primary preduels
that are receiving the subsidy in order in
obviate the necessity for their paving a pries
that would mean &an inerease in the cost of
living, which wonld have the cffect of con-
tinuing the vicious circle. In effect, the
price is being kept down—— :
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Mr. Doney: And the growers, in effeet,
are subsidising the Treasury.

Mr. LESLIE : That is the position. If the
growers receive the full price for their pro-
duct that would be reflected in the price
charged to consumers. It would affect the
chicken-raiser and others who use wheat
foods. The products of the wheatgrowing
industry have to be made available at low
prices that will enable such men to sell at a
profit and for consumers to buy their require-
ments at prices they can afford to pay. Under
this arrangement, in effect others are receiv-
ing the subsidy that the grower is providing.
It is the consumer that is being subsidised
and the price is kept down by a subsidy to
the grower.

Mr. North: Do you approve of the idea?

Mr. LESLIE: I do not entirely approve
of it becavse I consider it is the grower that
is stabilising the industry, yet the Govern-
ment says it is doing the stabilising,

Ton. J. C. Willeock: What will happen
when the grower does not receive a remunera-
tive price?

Mr. Maun: He will suffer, as he always has
suffered, like when he received 1s. 8d. a bushel
for his wheat.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: No fear!

Mr. Mann: He did not get a Government
subsidy then.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek : What about the flour
tax? It was paid for years.

Mr. LESLIE: Under the present system,
what is happening is that the grower him-
self is eompensating the Government for the
loss that the Government says was made on
the earlier wheat pools. The grower will
pay the money baek to the Treasurer, and
yet we are told that the Government is carry-
ing the grower on all the time. Members will
realise that the grower has been called upon
to stahilise the industry himself, I see no
diffienlty from now onwards—we can deal
with the matter from that standpoint—he-
eanse we are facing a period of years during
which wheat will be in demand. There is no
auestion ahont that, Of eourse. it has always
been in demand, but we would not allow our
ontput to rench the people who wanted it
heeanse of silly international trade fichts,
Howerver, T will not deal with that phase.
The demand for our wheat wi'l he inccssant
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and at high prices. Therefore, if we can
arrive at a reasonable cost to the grower,
the position wiil be more satisfactory.

The other night, the member for York
pointed out that recently a committee had
made exhaustive inquiries into the cost of
wheat production. I am convineed it is pos-
sible to arrive at a reasonable cost to the
grower who should be paid aceordingly and
the excess of any realisation price could be
put into a pool and, as I suggested earlier,
retained against the day when prices drop—
if they do. In those circumstances, the
grower will in effect be stabilising his in-
dustry—but it must bhe done as a Govern-
ment measure. To suggest that the grower
for the next two or three years, should ad-
Jjust hig costs and methods of production to
meet & possible fall in prices, is simply out
of the question. The grower cannot control
prices because he has to sell his wheat on
the open market. Even if he eould control
his prices, he could not control his costs.
If we are to stabilise the industry, there
must be proper control and & return to the
grower of an amount equivalent to the costs
associated with his indastry. It is all very
well to ask a farmer to reduce his costs and
bring his prices down, if only a little while
later he is again confronted with rising costs
over which he has no control whatever.
When it comes to a question of planning
for the development and ezpansion of the
State and its indnstries, we shounld first
consider stabilising those industries that we
have and placing them on a solid founda-
tion while going in for expansion. Even
though it might be for a eomparatively
short period, that period would not be so
short as not to justify the cost that might be
incurred—in my opinion, the cost will be
comparatively small—in re-organising and
transferring that expansion in some other
direction.

It wonld be foolish for us not to take
advantage of the prices available in the
world markets today and to produce as
heavily as we can all the products that are
in demand. Tt would be foolish to restrict
onr production becanse of the fear that at
the end of so many years the demand will
not be there. That is a very short-sighted
poliey, and rather indicates doubt as to our
ability to deal with any sitmation that may
arise. Thr e.t question I wish to mention
concerns the rehabilitation of men and
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women from the various Services. In the
course of his remarks, the Premier, when
introducing the Estimates, was good enough
to make some very acceptable references to
the part our men and women had played in
the Forces. 1 was very pleased to hear his
remarks because it is only right and proper
that some recogmition should be accorded
the very fine efforts of our Fighting Forces.
I am somewhat concerned about the fact—
I am not alone i this respect—that the
progress of the rehabilitation scheme and the
re-establishment of servicemen and women
in civil life ig not all that could be desired.

My attention has already been drawn to
advertisements that have appeared in “The
West Australian” and other newspapers ap-
pealing to employers to re-engage returning
ex-servicemen. I very much regret the neces-
sity that appears to have arisen for the
insertion of those advertisements and also
for the advertisements themselves. We have
been told through the Press how our re-
turned men are to be treated, particularly
the prisoners-of-war. We are told we must
deal with them sympathetically and endea-
vour to re-orient them back into society. As
the retorned men and women step over their
doorsteps, they find in the morning paper
something that is caleulated to cause thean
grave concern. I have been approached by
men who say, “Is this all we are coming back
to? We thought plans for our rehabilitation
and re-establishment in civil life were eom-
plete. Instead of that, we see pitifol ap-
peals made through advertisements to em-
ployers to engage ex-servicemen. It appears
as though we are to be compelled to beg
for a job in civil life.” That is the position
that must eause the Government mneh eon-
cern, and I think it is ap to Ministers to
interest themselves in the progress made in
rehabilitation plans. As a matter of fact, we
have not really started the demobilisation of
our Armed Forces and yet, at this early age,
we have to appeal to employers to take ex-
servicemen back.

Mr. Mann: There are plenty of jobs avail-
able. but the authorities are not releasing
the men.

Mr. LESLIE: I know there are jobs avail-
able but it seems to me that the authorities
are starting at the wrong end, They are going
the wrong way about it. For instance, we
know there iz a great need for houses, We
want skilled men but we are told that there
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is a shortage of building materials. Surely
to goodness there is someone who could plan
and organise the releasing of men from the

Forces and the placing of them
in industries so as to provide re-
quircments from the bottom., It seems
to me that the authorities are start-

ing releases from three parts of the way up
the ladder. They should release men so as
to secure the materials required and then
houses could be built. That course should be
adopted rather than releasing men and en-
deavouring {o place them in industries that
are dependent upon the provision of neees-
sary materials before extended employment
is possible. At the recent Congress of the
Returned Soldiers’ League mention was made
of the reconstruetion training scheme and the
president of the league mentioned that it was
operating very unsatisfactorily.

There can be no doubt that the peosition
of the reconstruction training scheme is
unsatisfactory. At present only 88 ex-
servicemen are on full-time technical train-
ing in Western Australia, and they are 88
out of 562 who have actually applied for
such training. Still another 45 men who
have heen approved for full-time technieal
iraining are awaiting the provision of faci-
lities. What those facilities are I cannot
say. Speaking from my own personal ex-
perience, I know that this scheme has been
explained at great length and very fre-
quently to ex-servicemen as something
whieh was being established for their bene-
fit in the post-war period; but it seems to
be breaking down or not to have started
properly. I am not seeking to lay the blame
on any particular person. I merely point
out to the Committee that definitely a mis-
take ‘has heen made somewhere, and that
some inquiry should be made. If the delay
is due to a shortage of material or to a
shortage of facilities, something must be
wrong with the department responsible. Ap-
parently, there is a lack of eco-ordination,
and someone responsible should take charge
and endeavour to co-ordinate the various
departments concerned.

Such matters as the question of the tech-
nieal training school, the provision of faeci-
lities and the release of men into avennes
where they ean supply necessary material,
tnust bhe innuired into, hecause otherwise it
reems to me that this will simply be an-
sther of those schemes which has to muddle
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along; probably by the time the next war
breaks out we may have a reconstruction
training scheme working as we hoped the
present one ought to be working at this
stage. As I said, there were 562 applicants
for this training scheme, yet only 88 were
selected, a matter of 15 per cent. And this
is at the early stage! What will happen in
another three or four months when thou-
sands of returned men will be applying to
take advantage of the scheme? There are
936 applicants awaiting the decision of the
reconstruction committee upon their eligi-
bility and suitability for training in this
vocational scheme. It may be coincidental,
but those 936G have been awaiting that de-
cision sinee the 30th April of this year; so
therefore it would appear that in four to
five months the eommitiee or whoever is
responsible is behindhand to that extent in
ascertaining the suitability and eligibility
of the applicants.

Those men are Western Australians and
it is certainly up to the State Government
to interest itself in investigating why the
reconstruetion scheme is progressing so
slowly, disastrously and tragieally, while
such a huge number of men are awaiting
training. An investigation into the posi-
tion is cssential in order to secure some
speeding up. If additional facilities are re-
quired, apart from those already to hand,
the {Government shonld take action to as-
certain whether these cannot be provided,
so that a definite promise made to onr
soldiers shall be honoured. I hope that
the questions of the re-establishment of
our servicemen, the unsettling advertise-
ments and the appeals being made to em-
ployers will be investigated by the Gov-
ernment to ascertain whether they are
warranted in order that our soldiers will
not, when they return to their homes, im-
mediately fear what is going to happen
when they take their uniform off.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON ((uildford-
Midland} [7.50]: For the past eight or
10 vears T have spoken on the Rudeet in
a vain effort to try to get Parliament to
appreeiate the real offect on the economy of
this State of the cradual strenethening of
the Loan Council's grip on the State’s
finances. When the Loan Council was created
as a resnlt of the people’s acrentance of
the financial agreement, T in mv hnmble way
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_opposed it strenuwously. I was the only
Labour representative that spoke and voted
against if.

Mr. Mann: You were the only one in step.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I did so be-
"cause I knew that we could not have both.
Graduslly, but surely, the operations of the
financial agreement indicated to me that
Commonwealth eontrol of this State’s econ-
omy would become stronger and stronger,
and the Parliament of this State and its
Government weaker and weaker. I am no
financial genius or expert, but I try to use
my commonsense. I did try at that time to
understand the financial agrecment, beeause
st wos so vital to the economy of Western
Australia. It was introduced by the Bruce-
Page Uovernment—a  National-Country
Party combination—and it appeared to me
to be a stranglehold. It world not, under
its provisions, immediately fake effect upon
the State; but I prophesied at the time—
and my speech is in “Hansard”—that with-
in 12 to 15 years we would begin to feel
the result of the operations of that agree-
ment. Fleven years after the creation of
the Loan Counecil and all it stands for, this
State began to feel such effects. In 1939
we were heginning to appreciate that we
conld not maintain the assets of this State
up to a proper standard of attainment
and valne and meet the obligations incurred
as a result of the provisions of the 1928
agreement,

True, the war saved the sitnation which
was developing, in my opinion, in 1939,
It was about that time that I was trying—
T tried years before—to get this House to
realise that we bad lost eontrol of expendi-
ture and that Parliament had not been con-
sulted in regard to one penny piece of ex-
penditure for some little time before, and
it has never heen consulted since. To me it
is amazine how silent members were about
the natter and why the Press had not ex-
posed it. I am mnot blaming the Govern-
ment. I am blaming the finaneial agree-
ment and the Loan Couneil. The reason
was that we had Jost control of the expen-
diture and that was due to the faet that the
Commonwesalth was making money available
to the claimant States which of course was
being spent; but when the financial year
camne to an end it was found that no result
was heing obtained from such expenditaore.
The Loan Council, realising its respon-
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sibility as a financial body to the electors
of Australia, decided that something had to
be done. It therefore immediately arranged
for the whole of the income of the State,
plus the amounts advanced by the Grants
Commission and the Lean Couneil, to he
paid into one account to the credit of the
State.

Mr. Donrey: The member for Geraldton
does not agree with you.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not care.
I am merely expressing my opinion and I
may he wrong, but I want it to be eriticised.
It has been ignored up till now. I shall
develop that aspeet before I sit down. T
have been ignored for years, but mow the
chickens are coming home to roost. The
fact remains that at a given period all the
ndvanees that were made to assist this State
through the Loan Couneil by way of granis
for the relief of distressed settlers and such
like matters, had to go into one account,
and the whole revenne of the State had to
go into the same account. There was a
monthly balanee instead of an annual bal-
ance. A wmonthly balance ecannot be con-
trolled by Parliament; that is impossible,
Parliament does not meet; members are not
here. They cannot be consulted, and there-
fore it became essential for Cabinet to con-
trol the monthly balance; and, to have a
monthly balance, it was necessary to decide
on monthly expenditure for new works, and
Cabinet had to make the decision within the
month nearest to the decision to enter upon
the eonstruetion or erection of the works
for whieh the money would have to he pro-
vided. So it went on. There is no other
way of doing it. I have been trying to get
Parliament te appreciate the impossible
position we were in over the control of ex-
penditore. That position is not due to any
Government, nor to any Minister; it is due
te this Parliament not realising it.

Mr. Mann: Who controls it but the Gov-
ernment ?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: It is due to
Parliament not realising it.

The Premier: Keep cool!
Hon. J. C. Willeock:
Beverley is responsible.

Mr. Mann: The member for Guildford-
Midland is responsible.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The member for
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: During the war-
time period, as I say, we were relieved of
cur financial troubles for the time being;
but teday there is a general awakening to
the impossible position the State is in finan-
cially.

Mr. North: What about the other claimant
States?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX : The other elaim-
ant Sfates are not as badly off as we are.
South Australia has made provision for re-
serves; and Tasmania has made a remark-
able recovery. But we have not been able
to do all that the other States have been able
to do.

[Mr. Rodoreda took the Chair.)

_Mr. Mann: Why has Tasmania made a re-
covery T

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Becange of spe-
cial eircumstances that I do not propose to
go into. I am dealing with Western Aus-
tralia, .

Mr. Doney: I think we all know those spe-
cial eirenmstances,

The Premier: Tasmania has better pros-
peets than any other State.

Mr. Mann: And Queensland, too.

The PPremier: Yes.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I used the Ad-
dress-in-reply debate for a diseussion of this
matter. It was a long while since I had
spoken on the Address-in-reply; I generally
reserve any.comments I have for the Bundget
debate: hut T spoke on this oceasion because
1 was so struck with the changed outlook, the
change in the atmosphere, not only in this
House, bnt in the eountry at large in regard
to this matter that I have been trying to bring
home fo the people since the financial agree-
ment took effect. Might I say, in passing.
that T made it quite clear during the last
election campaign at Guildford that I was a
wnifientionist; that T knew unification was
the only hope of our recovering the position
of this State, and of giving people a reason-
able standard of comfort and of living.

Mr. Doney: Are you still a unificationist?

TTon. W. D. JOHNSON: I made it quite
elear that, if T were elected, I wounld eontinue
to brinz home to this Parliament the impos:
~ihle pn-ifinn of allowine conditions to drifr
as they were drifting, in my opinion, at that
time: and T was elected hy a fairly substan-
tial majority. So I am net falking without
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some mandate to raise this question tonight;
and I do it in all seriousne.s, Lecause I do
want this Parliament to appreciate where
we are.

Mr. Mann: You want us aboiished, do you
not?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON : During the Ad-
dress-in-reply, I referred to and tock as my
text a leading article in “The West Austra-
lian” of the 9th August in which, for the
first time, so far as I know, that paper be-
came absolutely alarmed at the financial posi-
tion of this State. The article was n strik-
ing one. 1 picked out its main features and
spoke on them, so that they would be always
in “Hansard” for reference. The article
spoke of mendicant States, It was the
province of the paper—and I think its duty
—to refer especially to Western Australia.
1t did so, and poeinted out that Western Aus-
tralia was on the dole, and that it would re-
main on the dole until something extraordin-
ary happened.

Hon. P. Collier: The financial agreement
was a slight measure of unification.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Exactly.

Hon. P. Collicr: And yon would remedy
it by complete unification?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, I would now.
That is the only remedy. The member for
Boulder tinkered with it. He gave them the
thin end of the wedge, which I tried to stop.
I told the hon. member that if he put in
the thin end of the wedge, it would be driven
home in 12 years. That has been done. [
could not convince the hon. member.

Hon. P. Collier: And you would let them
drive in a dozen wedges with complete unifi-
ecation ¥

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, I would say
definitely that the only hope of meecting the
position we are in today is for the wedge
to be driven right home. There is no other
remedy. I am going to explain that before
I sit down. I took the leading article of
“The West Australian”; and at the time I
spoke, the Leader of the Opposition had
already spoken. He had drawn attention to
the fact that Parliament had no control over
expenditure; that Parliament was not con-
sulted. He started to do what I have been
doing over the yvears. He took special works
concerning which he said Parliament had
never heen econsulted. They were decided
upon and the first information we had was
from outside sources. I have specified, in
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various speeches recorded in “Hansard,” a
number of works concerning which no mem-
ber of this House knew anything—outside of
Cabinet—until he read of them in the Press
or saw them in operation. The Leader of
the Opposition suggested a remedy, in the
form of a public works committee. If he
had gone into the matter and analysed it
closely, he would have seen that, just as this
Parliament cannot function on s monthly
balanee, neither could a publie works com-
mittee, unless it were perpetually sitting. It
would merely be a multiplying of Cabinet.
Cabinet must accept responsibility, and if
we were to delegate responsibility to a public
works committee, that committee would have
to sit as Cabinet does, regularly. Therefore
it was, to me, not a practical proposition
at all, because the public works committee
could not funetion under the conditions now
prevailing.

Mr. Doney: It was intended that such a
committee should sit continunally.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Claremont made a speech in which he drew
attention to the little knowledge that people
had of the doings of the State Parliament.
He was really concerned that people were
losing interest in Parliament. He suggested
a remedy. He thought that we should put
copies of speeches in the town halls to bring
vight home to the people that the State Par-
liament really existed but was not doing
anything and could not do anything of major
importance. Following the member for
Claremont, the memher for Nedlands took
up the matter, and T quoted quite a lot from
his speech, in which he again appealed to
this House to do something to get the people
interested in Parliament. The member for
Nedlands was eoncerned that the people had
lost & knowledge of the activities of this
Parliament and suggested that we should get
busy and try to evolve an effective kind of
programme that would appeal to them and
wounld bring right bome to them the way in
which Parliament had slipped from an ad-
ministrative point of view, At that period,
the matter was brought up to date and, to
my own satisfaction, it is in “Hansard.”
Since then, the Premier has spoken, and
the member for West Perth, the Leader of
the Liberal Party; and again we find a con-
centration on the financial difficulties this
State must face in the very near future owing
to the operations of and the extension of
the control by the Loan Council, and the
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supervision and the support, limited or other-
wise, we get as a result of the investigations
of the Grants Commission. A very signifi-
cant change has taken place; to me it is most
interesting. = There has been a change of
Premiers. The member for Geraldton, when
Premier, set himself out religiously to pro-
duce a balanced Budget.

Hon, J. C. Willeoek: During wartime,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am talking of
recent years. The hon. member took a pride
in it; I do not blame him at all.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: It was a public duty.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Quite so. His
policy wa3 to produce a balanced Budget,
and he succeeded.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: As & contribution to
the war effort.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The bon, mem-
ber can have it that way, if he wishes.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: Why da you disagree
with it?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not think
it is pertinent to the issue at all. What I .
want to do is to bring home that we did
work on z policy of balanced budgets. Now
there has been a change. The member for
(Gascoyne became Premier and Treasurer, and
he has changed the whole outlook, The
circumstances may be different.

Hou. J. C. Willeock: The war has
finished.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: But the fact re-
mains it is there. In one period there was
a balaneed Budget; in the next period there
is to he a deficiency; and a deficiency of
£207,000 is anticipated.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The war finished in
the meantime.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not say that
the Treasurer is not realising this; because
he made it clear in the Budget speech why
that was done, why it had to be done, and
the way he proposed to justify the granting
of further relief as a result of it. God
speed his efforts in that regard! All this is

-the: result, an exposure of the difficulties

of this State owing to the operations of the
1928 agreement. Every mewmber is eppeal-
ing for a reconsideration of the matter. I
submit to the Committee that we will never
get the finaneial agreement reconsidered, It
is impossible to conceive that it will be re-
viewed., The Loan Council was ereated as a
result of the agreement. That is part of
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the Constitution, and it has been placed
in the Constitution by the vote of the
people. So what is the good of taking up
the time of this Chamber in criticising a
condition and suggesting it can be remedied
by a review of the cause?

Mzr. Leslie: It is the fault of taxation.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Taxation has
nothing to do with the Loan Counecil. That
iz another issue. The financial agrecment
has no conneetion with uniform taxation.
I do not want to be led off the track in
that way. The position is that we cannot
have the eause of our difficulty veviewed
or reconsidered, because it is due to a vote
of the people and an amendment of the
Constitution. All the eriticism that has
been indulged in has been from the point
of view of the Federal responsibility for
the financial agreement. The speakers on
the subject have never looked at the other
side of this agreement. They have never
thonght of the State Parliament and its short-
comings. They have never thought of try-
ing to put our own house in order before
we start erificising the other fellow. There-
fore, I say that we are not applying our-
selves; we are not taking a realistic view of
the position, but are allowing it gradually
but surely to become worse, because of our
inaetivity and total disregard of the aciual
result of the financial agreement.

Hon. P. Collier: You know. of course,
that the finaneial agreement was foreed
upon the States ahsolutely by the Common-
wealth Government; that the Common-
wealth Parliament was entirely responsible
for it.

Hon. W. D. JOUNSOY : Unquestionahly!

Hon. . Collier: It was forced on the
State.

The CHATRMAXN: Order! The member
for Boulder can make a spcech afterwards.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: T agree ahso-
lutely with the member for Boulder. It was
the result of a decision by the Common-
wealth Parliament; but the member for
Boulder has to go a little further and say
that it received the endorsement of the
majority of the electors of Australia.

Hon. . Collier: It did.

Hen. W. T. JOANSON : Therefore, it is
siguned, sealed, and delivered, and it is no
use going back over it. The only difference
hetween the hon. member and me is that he
supported it, and I opposed it.
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Hon. P, Collier: T had to; I had no al-
ternative.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I opposed it.

Hon. P. Collier: You would have landed
us in a further mess,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1 think we
would have got on better. If we had got in
a mess then, we would have had matters
reviewed. But we are in a mess now, and
it is too late to obtain a review of the
cause of the mess. I wanted to prevent the
cause of the mess. I wanted the cause re-
considered at the time.

Hon. P. Collier: The financial agreement
had nothing to do with the eause of the mes:.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I think it had
everything to do with it.

Hon, P. Collier: Then give us the remedy.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I say the remedy
is not that advocated by other speakers, Their
remedy 15 to say that the other fellow has
to vecousider his attitude. He must make
more liberal interpretation of the Loan Conn-
cil’s aperations, that it must be liberalised
it fome way or, in other words, the reform
must come from the other fellow. I say the
remedy is reform by the State Parliament.
During the Address-in-reply ¥ tried to con-
centirate on one reform that wonld introduce
a totally different aspect regarding the State's
appeal for further consideration being ex-
tended by the Commonwealth authorities. My
suggestion is to abolish the Legislative Coun-
cil. I say that the Legislative Counneil was
never justified on honest demoeratie lines.
The member for Nedlands tries to justifv il,
but we will deal with that at another time.
The Council has never been justified as a
heeessity in the administration of this Stale.

The Premier: The member for Guildfoid-
Midland could deal with the member for Ned-
lands while speaking on the Bill.

Hon. W, 1), JOHNSON: The member for
Nedlands gave a glorions opportunity to use
the faet that Queensland did abelish its Lep-
islative Council. Why Queensland did that
will be explained, and the member for Xed-
lands knows why it was done. It has now
beeome firmly established as the kind of Gov-
ernment that that State wants. There have
heen changes of Government in Queensland,
hut never to the extent of re-cstablishing the
Legislative Council. I therefore advoecalc
that one of the major contributions towards
State Parliamentary reform is to stop the
wilful waste of £30,000 per year which the
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Legislative Couneil costs. Members must ap-
precizte the change brought about by the en-
croachment of the Commonwealth and the
lesser responsibilities left to the State. Even
supposing we wanted those 30 honourable
gentlemen to help us in days gone by, we do
not need their help today when there is not
enough work to keep us busy in this House.
In those eircumstances I say that to continue
the wilful waste of money by retaining an
ornament such as the Legislative Couneil will
never bring about reform.

Disinterested people outside say that a
State Parliament that will maintain an ob.
solete Chamber of that deseription, spending
£30,000 per annum on it, when it only sits
for 129 hours in a session and eosts £215
for every hounr that it sits, does not deserve
consideration from the Commonwealth auth.
orities. I stress as enrnestly as I can that
as jong as we have two Chambers operating
as we have today, and as long as we keep
80 members of Parliament, at £600 per an-
num employed here, so long will we suffer
until something strikes us one of these days
and we will wonder what bas happened. On
an earlier occasion I urged that we should
try to wipe out that unnecessary expendi-
ture. Though I know it was not taken ser-
iously, I suggested that we should appoint a
Royal Commissioner to go into the working
of the Legislative Council, its present con-
stitution and its contribution to the welfare
of this State, and to report not only to us,
but to the Council, the findings of that Com-
missioner as the result of his investigation.

In my own electorate, where I think the
standard of intelligence and political edu-
cation of the electors is equal to anywhere
else in the State, I am positive that not one
elector in every hundred knows who are the
Legislative Council members for that area.
I have iried it ont when travelling on the
trains in that area, and it is remarkable how
hard it is to find one person who ean name
even one of the Legislative Council repre-
sentatives for that area. I never found any
person there who could name the whole three.

Mr. Seward: The member for Guildford-
Midland should try some of the other pro-
vinees.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Pingelly is an
clectorate of broad acres, where large pro-
perties predominate, and it is not the Assem-
bly that makes for their welfare, but the
Legislative Couneil.
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Mr. Seward: The people there know who
their members are.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: The people of
that electorate would say, ‘‘See that hands
are kept off the Legislative Couneil.”
What else would one expeet from Pin-
gelly? There is another cuestion that I
wish to raise tonight, and I trust members
will bear with me while I develop it. At
one stage the price of gold was increased
almost 100 per cent., practieally overnight.
Of eourse the Bank of England endorsed
that increase, but no one knows on what
it was based or what calculations were
made to ascertain why this metal should
be inereased in value overnight by sbout
100 per cent. The metal was not in greater
use. Is the member for Nedlands going to
help me?

Hon, N. Keenan: I do not helieve it.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The member for
Nedlands would not believe it. The value
of gold was inereased, as I have said, and
this House considered the increase at the
time. The problem concerned not only this
State, but other parts of the British Em-
pire where gold is produced in reasonably
large quantities. The problem was to de-
cide who should get the benefit of the in-
ereased price. In South Africa the Gov-
ernment said, ‘‘This is a people’s com-
modity. Gold belongs to the people, so we
will take the whole of the increase’’, and
as a result of seeuring a large percentage
of the increase in the price South Afriea
made millions out of it. Canada did the
same thing, to a lesser extent, and imposed
a reasonable tax on gold. New Zealand
did the same thing.

Woegtern Australia is a goid-producing
State. Gold is our major produet, and yet
when the price was raised 100 per cent.
we did nothing. The Government took it
into consideration, and an extraordinary
thing happened. The Bill was introduced
and went through with very little eriti-
cism, and the tax imposed was £80,000,
whereas the increased price of pold am-
ounted to millions of pounds. However,
the Government took not millions, but only
tens of thousands of pounds. At that
time I fought strenuously and appealed to
the Government, which I was supporting,
and said it was a grave injustice that we
should saerifice the interests of this State
to the gold investors. I said it was a
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crime—if I did npot use those words I
should have done so—for the Bill to he
introduced in the form that it took. An
extraordinary ching was that when ths
the second reading of the Bill eame on I
was caught napping. The second reading
was rushed through, and both the member
for Murchison amd I missed the second
reading, though we were members vitelly
interested in the contents of the Bill
When the third rveading came on I spoke,
and my remarks are to be found in Vol. 1
of ‘‘Hansard’’ for 1934, at page 1117.
There T said—

Deeming that o grave injustice is being done
in connection with the proposed tax on the
profits of goldmining, I shall take the some-
what extraordinary course of speaking defi-
nitely agaiunst the Bill on the third reading.
One would not do that unless one felt that a
wrong was being done, and that some further
protest was necessary; or, I would rather say
it was neecessary to make a further appeal to
the Government to reeognise that an injustice
is being dome.

[Mr. Mann took the Chair.]

Further on I stated—

My feeling is that the Government and Par-

liament, if they allow the Bil? fo pass in its
present form, will be totally disregarding the
State’s interests and those of the people. It
is a very just and lucrative form of revenue,
and it can be raised without any revelutionary
method at all. If we turn to other countries
that have given consideration to this question,
we get from them an indication of how best it
might be done and what revenue it would be
reasonable to collect on hehalf of the people.
I disagree with the Government’s method and
with the Government’s going to the London
investors to disewss a matter of this kind. Tt
was a most extraordinary thing to do, and I
can quite imagine that if Labour were on the
Opposition benches and the Government an-
nouneced that it had done sueh a thing, Labour
very rightly would cnter a vigorous protest
against it.
It is an interesting speech and members
may read it if they like, but I have quoted
that pertion te show that at’ the time—I
am not erying over spilt milk—1I tried fo
stop it and received little or no support
in this Chamber.

Mr. Watts: Reformers always take
vears to get their reforms put into prae-
tice.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is so.
Callous disregard of this sort always has
its repercussions. There is no question
that the interests of the people of this
State were sacrificed at that time. The
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people were entitled to a mueh greater
share. Other countries had already
adopted this course. We were not intro-
ducing something new. We were following
what had been done elsewhere, and we had
a glorions opportunity of saying that the
increased value of the commodity of this
State, the ecommodity that produces the
main wealth of the State, the commodity
that overnight doubled in value, should be
held by the people and that invesfors and
mining companies had no right to it.

I pointed oul in my speech that the
Chamber of Mines had combined with Mr.
de Bernales und others to get the gold
bonus some little time before the gold pre-
migym came in. The Chamber of Mines
went to some trouble to quote figures to the
cffect that if the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would grant a bonus that would
increase the value of gold to £5 5s,
the low-grade propositions in this State
could be worked, and worked economi-
cally. T quoted all that, yet the value
of gold went up, I believe, to £9 or £10.
The Chamber of Mines said all that was
wanted was £5 5s, but the State did not
step in and take all that the Chamber of
Mines said was unnecessary to make the
mining of the commodity an economie pos-
sibility. :

I repeat that eallous disregard of this sort
always has its repercussions, and in 1939
or thereabouts the Grants Commission
drew attention to the low amount that was
being received by the State in revenue
from gold. No reform took place. No in-
terest was displayed in the matter by this
Chamber. Then the Commonwealth Par-
liament made up jts mind that an injustice
was being done to the people of Australia.
The people of Ausiralia were subsidising
this State through the Grants Commission
and were helping this State in other wags,
and at the same time this State was allow-
ing its main commodity to be sold at =«
price that gave an enormously increased
profit to investors and mining companies.
Wages did not go up; there was no im-
provement in industrial standards, but the
whele of the inerease went to those whe
were not entitled to it. The inerease was
given for other reasons, world-wide in char-
acter, that I do not understand. But when it
was given, it should have been enjoyed by the
people as a whole. Ahout 1939, the Common-
wealth Government imposed the gold pro-
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fits tax; in other words, the Common-
wealth did what we neglecied to do.

Let us sce what has happened since then.
In 1939-40, the total revenue received
from the tax imposed by the Common-
wezlth amounted to £1,214,621; the con-
tribution by this State was £706,787, and
the rebate made in"that year was £1,778.
The tax was imposed on gold profits, but
if any company or prospector could prove
that no profit had been made during the
year, an amount of the tax was returned by
way of a rebate. In 1940-41, the totul
revenue teceived from the tax was
£1,452,260; this State contributed £807,474,
and the rebate was £66,668—an extraord-
inary sum. In 1941-42, the amount re-
ccived from the tax was £1,030,425; the
State’s coniribuiion was £613,786 and the
rebate was £160,623. In 1942-43, the tax
vielded £524,694—this was the effect of a
reduction of mining; this State’s contri-
bution wasg £360,996, a [lairly large pro-
portion of the total received, and the re-
bate was £129,710. In 1943-44, the tax
yielded £317,720; the State’s contribution
was £193,107 and the rebate was £153,873.
In 1944-45 the tax yielded £342457; the
State’s eontrilmtion was £247,225, and the
rehate £128,493,

That was a tax imposed by the Common-
wealth, Tn my opinion—after all, this is
only my opinion—it was imposed because
the State had neglected to do it. The
officers who are responsible to the electors
of Australia realised that this State had
failed in its responsibility to the general
economy of Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: It was a war tax be-
cause of the need for finding extra revenue
for the war.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: We left the
opening for the Commonwealth to take it
from Western Australia. If the hon. mem-
ber had taken it when I wanted him to

do so, the Commonwealth would not have
had it.

Hon. P. Collier: You have misrepre-
sented the faets all through.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The facts are
on tecord.

Hon, P. Collier: The price of gold did
not double in a night; it went up gradually
and our gold price was regardad as fair at
that time.
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Hon. W, D). JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
her may split straws on the point whether it
took a month or a week to double. I used the
term ‘‘overnight’’ to convey that the price
jumped very quickly.

Hon. P. Cellier: It went up gradually.

Ion. WW. D. JOHNSON: The {fact
mains—

Hon. P. Collier: The whole thing is a
misrepresentation.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Ii did increasc
in price. I want the Chamber to take
official notiee of the fact that the Com-
monwealth Government is doing an extra-
ordinary thing in the matter of the gold
profits tax. So far as I know, there is no
other commodity that is specially taxed.
It is true we have the sales tax, an in-
direet sort of thing, but I do not know of
any other commodity amongst the pro-
duetion of Australia that is definitely
taxed at the source. Gold is the one ex-
ception. I say that tax would not have
been imposed by the Federal authority had
we imposed suflicient tax to protect the
interests of the people and the rights of
the people in gold at the time when the
opportunity occurred. I hope the Premier
will take notiee of this matter; I want him -
to devote a great deal of thought to it.
The member for Boulder says I have in-
dulged in misrepresentation.

Hon. P. Collier: Absolutely.

Hon, W. 1. JOHNSON: I say I have not.
Hon. P. Collier: You would say any-
thing.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: An inguiry
would guickly clear up the point.

re-

Hon. P. Collier: Youn have no regard at
all for facts, and never will have.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The point could
be cleared up by an inquiry. I do not
want members to accept all I say without
investigation and I do not want them to
allow the slatements of the member for
Boulder to discount without investigation
what I have said. Let us have a thorough
inquiry into whether this gold tax should
continue, whether it is not a special tax im-
poted upon the economy of this State,
whether it is not unjust in its incidence as
compared with taxation generally applying
in Australia, and whether the amount de-
rived is not enormous as compared with the
contribution of any other State. If the in-
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quiry proved that this is so, then I sugpest
that a ease should be prepared for submis-
gion to the Grants Commission. When it is
submitted to the Commission for a review
of the position, the Government, having n
majority behind if, should be prepared to
give an undertaking to the Grants Commis-
sion that as soon as the Commonwenlth re-
laxes its grip on the profits on gold, the
State will impose a similar tax; in other
words, if the commodity is to be taxed, it
should be taxed by the State, not by the
Federal authority.

Mr. Doney: That portion of your remarks
is worth listening to.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not care
whether the hon. member is interested or
not. My contribution to the debate will ap-
pear in “Hansard.” One thing I do claim,
and that is that I do not blow hot and cold
in my contributions. What I am doing to-
night I did away back in 1934. I have been
fichting all the time for the protection of
the people’s rights, and whether that suits
the hon. member or anyone else does not
affect me so long as it snits the people I
represent. If the hon, member has any
doubt as to whether T am representing the
people of Guildford-Midland, let him put up
one of his stalwarts to test it.

Mr. Doney: For a wonder, T was agreeiny
with you.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: There is one
other thing that I want to refer to, and
then T am going to sit down. The member
for Mt. Magnet made, as he usually does in
matters of this kind, a thoughtful contri-
hztion. In speaking to the Budget he re-
ferred to the wonderful asset we had in the
fish that could be eaught in the ocean in
different parts of the North-West, partien-
larly, and profitably marketed.  The hon.
member got far away from Parliament
House. He went right up to the islands to
say that an industry was waiting for pro-
fitable development. He forgot all about
Fremantle. The profitable part of fishing is,
and has been for many years, at Fremantle.
Tt is the subjeet of a ernel, vicious mono-
poly. It is one of the ernelest things that
has taken place in the exploitation of an
activity of this State, It is in the grip of
foreignera. They dictate in connection with
all phases of this activity. T know what T
am talking about because at one time I, as
one of the enthusiastiec eo-operative organi-
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sers, was approached to suggest a scheme
that could rescue this luerative activity at
Fremantle from these foreigners.

I prepared a case and the Co-operative
Federation, in its desire to help, financed
the issuing of eirvculars to all fishermen.
Now, all fishermen are supposed to h-
licensed, I say “supposed” advisedly be-
cause we do not know whether they are all
licensed. They are too eute for us in the
combinations such as operate at Fremantle.
However, we circularised everyone possible
and a meeting took place, but the suggrs-
tions put forward were too dangerous, Had
they been realised the grip would have les-
sened and fish would have been marketed
under reasonable conditions and at a reason-
able price compared with the cost of pro-
duction, After some little time the Federal
aunthorities wrote to the Co-operative Feder-
ation stating that they had heard that we
were interested in this matter and asking it
we could give them advice about the posi-
tion. We sent them the correspondence and
1 copy of the cirenlars that had been issued.
We have not heard anything since, but wa
have read in the Press that the Common.
wealth Government is trying to organise the
fishing industry on a co-operative hasis in
the various States of the Commonwealth.
But here, at Fremantle, we can get no in-
formation as to whether anyone, outside of
the members of this vicious eombination that
is operating to the detriment of the peoplr’s
supply of fish today, is interested.

I suggest to the member for Mt. Magne
that, in hig enthusiasm and in his knowledge
—it is far greater than mine—he should de-
vote his attention to Fremantle, and I will
be 100 per cent. with him in his efforts.
Today there ave returned men who are look-
ing for an opportunity to get into this in-
dustry, but they are afraid to make the at-
tempi. These men have had experience in
the Navy. They are inquiring as to whether
there is any chance to get into the industry.
They are appealing for some adviee and
help.

Mr. McLarty: What are they afraid of?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is diffienlt
to sell the fish when they are eaunght because
the shops are all part of the combination.
The man who made representations—I un-
dersfand he is a petty officer of the Navy—
gaid that it would be impossible for the re-
turned men, of whom there are 10, to under-
take the obligation of getting into this in-
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dustry because they would have to fight the
eombine, and that fight wonld necessitate
the opening of retail shops in competition
with those aiready exisling. All I can say is
that the Co-operative Federation is pre-
pared to help, on a co-operative basis. It
could do a lot to try to release this indus-
try and place it in open, decent competition.
But that cannot be done unless there is a
ehange of heart at Fremantle, not altogether
on the part of the people but those in auth-
ority. They might take a hand and help in
this direetion. I commend to the member
for Mt, Magnet the idea that he devote a
little of his time to an investigation of what
is taking place at Fremantle. Jf he is pre-
pared to put his knowledge into use I am
prepared to arrange for these men, and my-
self as well, to meet him to see if we can
relense this industry for the use of our re-
fwrned men and give profection to the peo-
ple against the monopoly that is largely in
the hands of foreigners.

I do not propose to say any move. I
make this contribution purposely in an en-
deavour to get this Parliament to realise
that any necessary reform has fo take plaee
here.  The Western Aunstralian Parliament
will never reform the other Parliament he-
eause it is too mighty and too firmly en-
trenched. 1t has eaptured the imagination
of the people, and it is established for keeps.
The financial agreement is there for keeps,
and uvniform taxation is here to stay. The
right of States to levy taxes will never be
returned. The people will zee that it does
not ecome back to the States. We must,
therefore, lock around and by example,
more particalniv to the Grants Com-
mission, demonstrate the seriousness of
the present pesition and that we are
prepared to do this, that and the other thing
prgidod the State’s economy 35 pul on
such a Dhasis that we ean face with
equanimily the trying times to come. T
went through the period of the last war.
That was leartbreaking. I want to say
to members that there will he another
period like that. The only thing is that
the results will he different. The workers
of 1his country will not again submit to
the privations they suffered after the last
war, These privations are developing now.

Mr. Leslie: We know that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: We have to .take
time by the forelock and anticipate what
is ecoming. We must not wait.
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Mr, McLarty: What are we to do?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We should get
rid of the Legislative Council for a start.
We would save over £30,000 by doing that.
Members should be able to read the writ-
ing on the wall. Turn where we will to-
day we find that the other nations and
countries of the world are leaning to the
Left. They have all made revolutionary
changes in their Governments. When I
come to the debate on the proper Bill I
shall quote what has happened in France
and Poland, and what took place in
Britain.

The Premier: We will have the Green-
ough figures then, too.

Mr. Seward: They will not please you.

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: We can be
blind to these developments and ignore
them and sit smugly here, but the people
outside are thinking, reading and appre-
ciating what is developing, and they are
organised to face that development. That
organisation will not be bhluffed or stam-
peded into suffering as it was before.
Those people look to this Parliament, but
mostly to the Commonwealth Parliament
to proteet them and their families against
a reeurrence of the privations and poverty
that took place after the last war. T am
trying to demonstrate that we realise the
weakness of our economic condition, and
realise that we cannot face it, as a State.
Members must know we eannot faee i,
yet we are continuing with 80 members of
Parliament, while men and women suffer
outside.

Do members ihink those people will zo
on suffering? No, they will simply say,
“We bad cenough last time. We are not
going to have any more unless Parliament
is put in order and made representative ol
the people.’’ If that is done we can go to
the Commonwealth Parliament, which is
representative of the people, and make
common canse with it, and help it to carry
on and it, in turn, wili do what is right
and ‘just for the people of this State. To
go to the Commonwealth Government, with
a property Chamber elected in 1945, when
property Chambers all over the world are
being east on the serap heap, and to ask
to be allowed to retain a property Cham-
ber sueh as thai, while asking the Com-
monwealth to come to onr resecue econom-
ically, is asking too much. The best con-
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fribution we couid make would be to have
a Royal Commission to inguire imto the
Legislative Council, and then to have au
investigation into the gold tax. If we bad
those two major reforms we could go, with
confidence, to the National Parliament and
get the just consideration to which the
people of this State are entitled.

MRB. READ (Vietoria Park) [8.57]: In
the estimated revenue for the year 1945-4G,
under the heading of “State trading con-
cerns’’ we see the astounding figure of
£1,503 deficiency on the State hotels. It
is an astounding thing to see a deficieney
anticipated for a trading concern of that
sort, when the hotel business, all over the
country, is a most profitable one. To my
mind, this shows bad management, or
worse. I propose to suggest a form of
management which would turn that anti-
cipated deficit into a large prefit, and
which would be a blessing to the people of
the communities served by the State hotels.
We read in the Press, in connection with
war leans and victory loans, that those
engaged in the hotel husiness are some of
the largest contributors to such loans,
One of the poorest hotels I have ever seen,
I saw sbout this time last year, half way
between Cue and Meekathasra. That hotel
is situated on an alluvial flat, on the main
road. Occasionally travellers sfop there
for refreshment. It is in a deserted gold-
field, and there are only a few sheep sta-
tions round about from which the men
come to this hotel. TIts only other cus-
tomers are a few impoverished prospee-
tors. ¥ said to the licensee, ‘‘I suppose
you are scratching for a living?’’ But
he answered, ‘*No, I am doing very well,”’

My suggestion is that the State hotels
shonld be sold to committees composed of
business people and local residents, to-
gether with the lpeal governing bodies
elected by the people, in the towns where
they are situated. The hotels could then
he managed properly and the profits put
towards improving those towns. An out-
standing example of that elass of manage-
ment is in the Barossa Valley in South
Australia, at a town ealled Nuriootpa,
about 45 miles north of Adelaide. The
hotel was housht and is managed by =
committee of the people, and the profits
are put into a community centre that is
second to none in Australia. Tf that was
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done generally in this State we would im-
prove the conditions of thousands of
people and would turn what is now a loss
inlo a considerable profit. We have A
few hotels to cater for tourists. There is
the Yanchep Hotel, for instance, and Cave
House. Those are necessary, not only to
serve tourists, but to supply the wants of
the communities in which they are situ-
ated. Another place on similar lines would
be useful at Denham, in Shark Bay. There
should be an airsirip there, and a State
establishment to aceommodate people
would e a paying concern.

The people of Cunderdin have also con-
czived the idea that I have mentioned and
have formed a committee and started out
to do what has been achieved in several
places in the Eastern States, Already
they have begun to improve the amenities
of their town. At Nuriootpa there is a
baby health eclinie, a kindergarten, a lib-
rary, a swimming pool of Olympic dimen-
sions, a war memorial community hall, and
they are still going ahead with play-
grounds and so on out of the profits of
the <¢omcern. The population there is
about 2,000. That hotel has bcecome a pie-
nie place for people on holiday from hun-
dreds of miles around, and in that way the
town is aeccumulating a2 great deal of
capital from outside, We hear much talk
about a new order but, if the Minister
adopted this idea, we would be doing
something warth while. If legisiation were
introduced to give effect te it, I am sure
members would support the measure be-
cause of the value to the people living
in their own communities. While the
hotels are owned by the people of the
State at present, they would be com-
munity-owned, the only difference Qping
that they would be owned by smaller com-
munities and worked for the benefit of
those communities. If this were put in
hand, it would bring improvement to the
health of and lasting happiness to thousands
of people in those areas.

[Mr. Rodoreda resumed the Chair.]

MER. KELLY (Yilearn-Coolgardie)
[9.6]: This Budget which has been before
the Chamher for the last 10 or 12 days
mizht aptly be deseribed as a transitional
Buodeet, It has been brought down at a
period when we are easting our eyes towards
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the task of dealing with conditions that pre-
vailed previous to 1939, and it was quite ex-
peeted that ihe Premier would anticipate a
deficit, although that has not been the case
in the past few years. It was rather surpris-
ing that the Premier did neot estimate a
greater deficit. When we consider the posi-
tion in some other countries, we must realise
how small a deficit of £207,000 really is.
According to this morning’s newspaper,
Canada anpticipates g deficit of 1,150, mil-
lion dollars which, in our money, would be
cquivalent to roughly £537,000,000 deficit
for that eountry during the present tran-
sition period. That is a very large sum.
The Commonwealth anticipates a deficit of
£152,000,000, which is less than one-third
nf that anticipated by the Canadian Govern-
ment. So the State Premier should not
have any cause for anxiety at the very small
amount of deficit for which he has budgeted.

The Budget contains a number of sur
prises and some dicappointments, I think
the chief surprise and the chief disappoint-
ment must have been experienced by mem-
bers representing goldmining constituencies.
When we find that one of our most import-
ant industries—geldmining—is to have a
vote of £3,533 less than the expenditure for
last year, we must feel some concern for the
future of the industry. The Premier, in the
course of his speech, made no mention ot
the mining industry, but I take it his reason
was that when the Minister for Mines intro-
duees his section of the Estimates, he will
deal fully with the situation.

We must bear in mind that when the Pre-
mier is compiling his Budget, the Common-
weglth is virtually a distator as to what
that Budget shall be, and any State Premier
is able to cut only the number of coats for
which he has mate-ial. With this in mind,
it is not kard to understand why some of
the departments have been provided with
such slender funds. To prepare a Budget in
any gircumstances is diffieult, but in circum-
stanees such as those prevailing here at pre-
sent, the task is exeeedingly hard becaunse
of our dependence on Commonwealth grants,
on Commonwealth reimbursement of taxa-
tion and Commonwealth refunds. With
other members. T hold the belief that until
we regain control of our taxing powers, this
State will continue to suffer.
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At this stage I wish to deal with the sub-
jeet nearest my heart, pamely the goldmin-
ing industry. When the member for Guild-
ford-Midland was speeking, 1 was afraid
that a spanner might be thrown into the
works., My desire is to gain some ides of
what is in the mind of the Government in
dealing with the goldmining industry. Seo
far we have had )ittle more from Common-
wealth or State than lip service. In 1944 2
mining panel was formed. Doubtless some
ground has been traversed by this panel but,
so far ag the industry is coneerned, little has
been divulged. The industry remains in the
dark, and those who are keen to recommence
operations are receiving little encouragement
to formulate plans for the future carrying on
of their scctions of the industry. During
July, a conference was held in Kalgoorlie
which discussed the subject of an orderly re-
babilitation of the industry. That, in its
way, might be commendable, but it still did
not hring us any eloser to the ultimate solu-
tion that will lead to the re-establishment of

_ the industry on a basis that will be neces-

sary if the industry is to flourish, as it is
cntitled to do, during the post-war period,

On the 8th August, a deputation waited
on the Prime Minister and received heart-
ening assurances and sympathetic con-
sideration. On reading the account of it
in the daily Press, one would expect that the
industry would be the subjeet of early at-
tention, but that is nine weeks azo and the
industry still knows nothing of what is tak-
ing place. T submit that the industry 15 en-
titled to he told just what is in the mind of
cither the State Government or the Com-
monwealth Government. We want to know
what the position is with regard to the re-
lease of both men and material. We want to
know also what amount has been set aside
by the Commonwealth Government for the
rehabilitation of the industry and how soon
that amount will be made available. It is
not a bit of unse. if it is to he made available
in six months’ time for the simple reason
that if it is going to take a number of
months to get men back into the industry by
dribs and drabs, no mine ean frame its
policy in such circumstances. We want to
know when the industry ean expect the re-
turn of the machinery, the plant and the
electrical equipment which was taken away
by the Commonwealth Government{ during
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the war period, in many cases quite justifi-
ably. We were assured some time ago by
the then Minister for Mines that that machi-
nery was being earmarked for return to the
mines; but it is time we had some definite
knowledge of its likely reappearance, so
that we will know how to proceed with the
industry.

Those are nuestions which, in my
opinion, should have been tackled by the
State Government long ago, It should have
received replies from the Commonwealth
Government, if that Government is going to
continue to direet matters in this State.
This the Commonwealth Government must
do while it is taking the excess profits over
L9 per ounce. We should know all these
things, If the State Government has the in-
formation, then it is up to that Government
to make a statement so that the mineowners
may be in a position to plan for the future.
The member for Mt. Magnet suzgested that
£500,000 should be made available by the
Commonwealth Government for the rehabili-
tation of the industry. The flzures quoted
by the member for Guildford-Midland this
ovening diselose that if £500,000 were car-
marked for the industry, it wounld only vep-
resent 1214 per cent. of the amount paid by
the preducers of gold in this State to the
Commonwealth Government during the war
period. I personally consider that the
£500,000 should be an interim advance to be
applied for the rehabilitation of the indus-
try. It should be made availahle inmediate-
ly and placed under State control.

A special committee should be appointed
by the Mines Department to deal with the
advance, and on that committee there should
he a representative of the Commonwealth
{iovernment, as that Government would be
interested in the expenditure of the money.
That amount should be pade available at
the carliest possible moment so as to get the
indusiry into gear again. Such a special
committee would he necessary to control the
rehabilitation of the indusiry, because dur-
ing the initial months it will be necessary to
re-start the mines which have been closed.
The committee should be charged with the
responsibility for the prompt examination
of these mines and for quick response to the
requests for assistanee, for speedy decisions,
for avoidanee of bottlenecks, and freedom
from red-tape. Tt should he subject to one

. handsome  dividends,
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restriction ouly, that of commonsense. 1f
those ideas are adopted and ecurried out,
mueh valuable time would be saved.
Apart from the sam required for re-opening
the mines closel during the war, a large
amount should also he made available by the
Commonwealth Government for investigat-
ing new areas and also many centres
and mines which were eclosed in past
periods because of lack of capital, and
in some instances because of the grade
of ore being foo low when gold was
at a much lower figure than it is (oday.
Theve investigations should be underinken
on a large scale, becanse it is only by those
means that the industry will sorvive,

Over a period of years we have worked
out many old shows, and some of them were
first worked anything up to 30 vesrs
age. Many of those mines were pro-
ducing a  high grade of ore and
there is left behind in them a good
aquantity of low and medium grade orve
which, if correet investigation were inade,
would be found to be payable if the mines
were openced up again, They would yield
A large amount of
money i+ reyuired for the development of
sulphide ore zones. There is one in the Yil-
garn arvea which has a particular attraction
because of its extent and its high value, and
because in many instances the sulphides are
encountered at a very shallow depth, This
field alone offers u gigantiec opportunity for
the expansion of the sulphide ove if ade-
quale treatment is developed. There is ne
need in this instance to undertake costly ex-
periments, beeause experiments have already
been made and what remains at present is
an established faet,

Some liltle {ime awo it was thought by
the AMines Department that information was.
needed before embarking on o plan for
working the sulphide zones not only in the
Yilgarn aroa, but in other parts of the State.
Accordingly, a departmental official was
sent {o the Fastern Stales to obtain the
necessary informalion to guide the depart-
ment in its deliberations as to what type of
treatment plants were to he placed in the
sulphide ore zones, There was no nece-sity
whatever to go to the Eastern States to moet
that information. We have always relied on
the Galden Mi'e for sueh information, ami
it woulld not have required one-tenth -



[16 OcrosEr, 1945.]

one-twentieth of the outlay and the {ime
to get full detalls there of an ad-
ecqnate plant suitable for the treat-
ment of any of our oves. If we desire
to obtain any information that is thought
to be of value to the State, why not let us
send qualified men to America and other
countries to examine conditions there and
obtain defails of improvements? In many of
those countries there are plants compared
with which those on the Golden Mile would
probably be obsolete. I think, too, that
money should be made available for the de-
velopment of a modern type of special treat-
ment plant for oxidised ores. These should
he subjected to intense investigation and re-
search. TPor over 50 years, as the member
for Mt. Magnet said, we have persisted in the
same type of milling proeess in the State
hatteries,

We have ncver made any cffort fo get
out of the rut we got into 50 years ago, and
the consequence is that, instead of our being
in a position to reduce costs to prospectors,
we have made little attempt to lower the
chargos to them. In fact, in some cases he-
cause of the obsoleseence of the plants and
the state of disrepair into which they have
drifted, they are losing more gold today than
they did 50 years ago. The State batteries
should be given speecial attention, because
to put them in anything like good order a
huge amount of money will have to be ex-
pvended. There are many that have not
lurned a wheel for 12 months, and in some
instances two years; and it is quite easy to
visualise the amount of expenditure that
will be necessary to place many of those
mills in operation again, Sand treatment
plants, too, will be in very poor heart at
present; and there is only one way we can
hope to reduce our battery costs, and that
is by puiting those plants into thorough
up-to-date order with adequate modern-type
machinery.

I consider that an error was made only
recently when the old weighbridge thet nsed
to be at Southern Cross was taken to Cool-
gardic. That weighbridge was probably 40
vears old; and after it had reached Coolgar-
die, nlthough the bed had already been sunk
in preparation, the installation took three
weeks and five days. I cannot understand
—and I do not suppose anybody else that
saw the amount of work necessary to instal
that plant counld realise—why it took three
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wecks and five days to carry out the task.
However, that was the case; and now that
it has been installed, it is totally inadequate,
Although it was suitable in days gone by,
when drays were the only means of trans-
port, and when a dray could get on to that
type of platform, it is fotally inadequate in
these days of large, dual-wheel trucks. At
the hest, it can only weigh a load in two
bites; that is to say, half goes on and is
weighed and then taken off; and then the
other half is placed on and weighed. Again,
there is a particular type of eracker—the old
bell type—at the State batteries.

This type of cracker has far outlived its
usefulness, and the only type worth consider-
ing for the work being done at the State
batteries, which handle varied types of ore,
is the jaw-cracker. There was a bell-cracker
in one State battery recently which broke
down five times. That would not be so bad
if, when in use, it was doing 2 reasonable
job. Bat instead of that, in nine eases out
of 10, it is the prospeetors who are having
to erack the stone they have won from the
earth and taken to the battery for treat-
ment. While that type of obsoclete machinery
is in nse at our State batteries, the batteries
will continue to give dissatisfaction and be
costly to the State, and alsa to the prospee-
tors who are paironising the battery. Those
obsolete methods apply also to the sand treat-
ment plants; and in some cases, particularly
in the low or medium type of erushing, the
majority moes into the sands. If the various
plants were brought up to date, such a great
amouni of loss would not oceunr.

Some batteries must be prepared in the
near future to run for Ionger periods.
During the past 12 months, we have had in-
stances of four or five batteries being run
by the one erew with, in some instances, a
manager resident at the battery and an as-
sistant and a travelling erew for the opera-
tion of the mills. That is entirely wrong,
particularly at present, when many of the
older prospectors are getting out inte coun-
try which has been denied them for the last
few vears, mainly on acecount of difficulties
of transport. It means that where these
men go out and obtain small erushings, they
are being denied the oppertunity of regular
eryshing, unless mills operate in centres
adjacent to where the stone is obtained.

The Coolgardie State battery, in July-
August, crushed 1,200 tons in three weeks.
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At the end of that period therc was still
500 tons waiting to be crushed. But what do
the erew, under instructions, do? They are
sent to Kalgoorlie. After remaining at Kal-
goorlie between six and seven weeks they
sunceeed in erushing a further 408 tons.
That is to say, after three weeks' crushing
in Coolgardie, they go away, and, in the
ensuing gix or seven weeks, they crush only
408 tons,

That goes to show the cost involved 1
these State-run batteries. They are a won-
derful blessing to the prospector. They
have served the very excellent purpose of
developing much of our auriferous country
in the pest 20 or 30 years; and, in some
ceses, much longer than that. But there is
no excuse for those batteries remaining ob-
solete and in a state of disrepair. In that
condition, they will be a decided drain on
the finanees of the State. At present, thers
are 2,600 tons ready for crushing in Cool-
gardie, The mill has started up; but it
means that, when those 2,000 tons are
crushed, another 1,000 or 1,200 tons already
broken will be ready for the mill, Instead
of ecarrying on and doing that amount of
erushing—and it is praetically a full-lime
Jjob for the battery crew—they will be taken
to some other centre; and in all probability,
many prospectors will be unable to get their
Christmas parcels through in time for it to
he of any use to them. I make no apology
for again stressing to this Chamber the im-
portance of the mining industry; and I can-
not overstress the importance that attaches
to the future of the industry. We should
leave no stone unturned in advising people
concerned in the industry of the Govern-
ment’s attitnde in this connection.

MR. CROS8 (Canning) [9.35]: I was
astounded at the remarks of the member
for Vietoria Park, Evidently the hon, mem-
ber is not aware of the fact that we have
the Auditor General’s Report, T desire to
correct any misapprehension that members
may have, TIf the hon. member had taken
the trouble to look at page 15 of that re-
port he would have seen that the State
hotels have paid into Consolidated Revenue
an acenmulated profit, since their inception,
of over £175,000.
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Mr. Perkins: How do you account for the
loss estimated for the coming year?

Mr. CROSS: Ag far as ] can see no loss
is estimated for next year. In the further
figures, which are of interest, we find that
an amount of £1,900 has been provided for
reserves for repairs and renewals, and that
provision has been made for a depreciation
reserve of £14,646. Actually the value of
the hotels has been written down to a net
amount of just over £60,000. I venture to
say that the newest of the State hotels, that
at Wongan Hills, could not be built today
for less than £30,000. Inecidentally it is one
of the best hotels in the State, those in the
metropolitan area included. If the hon.
member doubts what I say, I recommend
him to try 2 week at the Wongan Hills
hotel where he will spend a pleasant holiday
with the best attention, The Premier is to
be econgratulated on the manner in which
he brought down his first Bodget, because
we have difficult times ahead, I believe that
in the next two or three years tremendous
difficulties will confront the State Treasurer
hecause Western Australia is  praetically
hamstrung, fnancially, by the Common-
wealth, Many of our problems mean the
provision of funds.

I forecast that the next couple of years
will be the most diffieult in the history of
this State. On every hand today there are
tremendous shortages. The average man
does not realise the shortages that exist in
the provision of new water supplies. Hun-
dreds of applications that have been ap-
proved for new extensions, new works, and
new conncetions for houses, lie in the Water
Supply Department but they cannot be put
into operation, not for the wani of money,
but beeause no pipes are available, Few
people seem to realise that in spite of the
fact that the B.H.P. bas stepped up its pro-
duction to just over 2,000,000 tons of steel
a vear, the necessary quantity is not yet
available. Unless there is a sharp increase
in the quantity of steel made available for

pipes, the people in this State wanting
water suppliecs will not be able to
get them. Many residents in my area

are justified in the complaints they are
making, but it is impossible for the work
to be carried out unless pipes are provided.
I merely mention that to illustrate one of
our diffieulties.
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I know that if anyone placed an order
for 1,000 running feet of 6 x 1 tongued and
grooved flootboard in Perth teday he could
not get it. There is none. People have per-
mits to build, but I challenge anyone to pro-
duce in Perth tomorrow 1,000 feet of floor-
board. The reason, perhaps, is not a shortage
of men at the State mill at Carlisle, but the
shortage of manpower at the bush mills.
Similar conditions apply in conneetion with
baths, bath heaters, and gas stoves. I venture
to say that the shortage of materials alone
will cause an extremely difficult position.
On the other side of the river—though this
does not affect the State Government—dozens
of people desire to instal telephones. Last
week I interviewed the Superinfendent of
Telephones on behalf of two or three people
whao required instruments urgently. He in-

formed me that it is impossible for another.

*phone to be installed in South Perth or Vie-
toria Park—oparticularly Victoria Park, He
said it is quite possible that we may not be
able to instal a new 'phone for two years.
The reason is not because of the telephones,
but beeause both South Perth and Vietoria
Park are on antomatic exchanges, and the
switch gear for these exchanges comes either
from America or Great Britain. A supply
of switeh gear equipment is not likely to be
available for some considerable time.

Mr. North: You cannot connect gas,
either.

Mr. CROBS: No, although I know a few
pipes have come to hand beeanse I saw a
truckload travelling to Perth today.

My, North: That is good news.

Mr. CROSS: At the same time the type
of pipe for house connections is still not
available, so that that presents a difficulty.
Yet people are clamouring for new installa-
tions. These things will eause discontent. In
addition—and I need not remind members—
there are instances of industrial unrest, not
only in Western Australia, but in the East-
ern States and in Great Britain and America,

The Premier: And in Argentine and every-
where.

Mr. CROSS: Yes, in almost every country
of the world. We often hear people say that
this industrial unrest is duc to the Com-
munistic element. 1 do not belicve that.

Mr, Mann: What is the reason for it?

Mr. CROSS: 1 shall tell the hon. member.
The reason, in my optnion, is this: Since
1938 the purchasing value of moncy has so
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depreciated that the people now find it is
very difficult to live and pay the high prices
ubtaining. Tn spite of the fact that the basic
wage has increased by about 30s. per week
since 1938, many articles that were not cal-
culated in the basic wage at all have increased
in price. This means that, during a period
when wages have been pegged and tazation
has been heavy, it has been difficult for many
people to carry on. Unless this problem is
cffectively tackled, we may have a great
wave of induostrial unrest. Like the member
for Williams-Narrogin, I believe that in a
fow years there will be another attempt to
appreciate the purchasing value of money.
I believe that world financiers realise that
many of their large investments in war stock,
when the time for repayment comes, will be
paid in depreciated currency. Though we
talk of eontrols, and though prices have been
fixed and wages pegged, everybody knows
that costs have gone higher.

It is no secret that the cost of many im-
ported articles is likely to be 40 per cent.
or 50 per cent. higher than pre-war. I think
the financial wirepullers will make a preat
effort to get money back to its pre-war pur-
chasing value, but I do not think they will
suceecd. They will fail just as any attempt
at wage-pegging and price-fixing must fail
in the end. The cause of this change in
valees is the tremendous increase in the
public debt. I will give some figures indi-
cating the position that must be faced, and
T will then mention two or three remedies
that can, or should, be applied. Twenty-five
years ago, in 1920, this State owed
£46,000,000—the Treasurer must give this
consideration because it affects the in-
terest bill—and the Commonwealth owed
£381,000,000, the total debt of the Common-
wealth and States being £510,000,000. The
Intest figares show that thig State now owes
£96,000,000, or nearly double what it owed
25 years ago. The Commonwealth now owes
£1,476,000,000, so its debt has increased five
times over, and the total debt of the States
and Commonwealth is now £2,366,000.

Though the rate of interest is now just
over 3% per cent., as against 5 per eent. 25
yvears ago, the Commonwealth and States
have to face a fixed annual charge of a far
greater amount than they paid in interest
25 years ago, and war expenditure has not yet
finished. Members may have seen in the paper
this morning sorme figures relating to Canada.
There it was pointed out that the Premier of
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Canada, in announcing his Budget, said
that now the Commonwealth debt of
Canada amounted to 11,298,000,000 dellars,
and that does not mention the debts of
the Provineial Parliaments. In Australian
currency, that means £2,250,000,000, and
there will be 2 sharp increase in the Cena-
dian debt. Great Britain's debt pre-war was
£7,800,000,000, The latest figures show that
the debt is mnow £29,000,000,000. Great
Britain’s revenue in 1914 was £214,000,000,
but the inferest bil alone last year was
£280,000,000, without allowing anything to
carry on social services. This is not merely
a State or Commonwealth problem, but an
Empire problem. Many other countries will
be in the same position, with heavy interest
bills to meet, and when we have to trade
with other countries this huge annnal interest
bill will be a tremendous millstone to
carry.

If our primary producers had to ecom-
pete with those of a country without a
national debt, they would be hopelessly
out of the raece. It might be all right to
have pegged wages during a time when
the debt was growing, but if there is a
serions attempt to pegr wages at a time
when debts have to be repaid or interest
charges met, we shall be faced with a wave
of industrial strife such as the world has
never seen. L[t will be impossible for the
workers of different countries to go bhack
to pre-war rates of wages and still live.
When there is talk of preventing inflation,
that, in my opinion, is simply to get people
ready for the time when the financiers
will try to appreeiate the purchasing value
of money by getiing it back to its old
rates, If that is tried, it will fail and will
leave a trail of disaster and bankruptey
behind it. I remember when an attempt
was made te get it back, when the Mit-
chell Government was in power, and the
Government put up a parrot ery of **Work
harder, and longer hours.’”” Wages were
reduced by 22% per cent.,, and soon there
were thousands of men out of work in the
State.

I will give an illustration to prove the
absolute farce of attempting to appreciate
the value of money possessed by bond-
holders to pre-war values. Ineidentally
the people who are providing the money
for the purchase of bhonds and war
stock, not only here but in Britain, are
the big financial institutions. In these
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days the workers are not able to subseribe
{o the current war loan because they have
not the wherewithal to do so. That is all
on account of the high pr.ces prevailing.

Mr. Tdoney: The Savings Bank deposits
do not suggest that.

Mr. CROBS: If we were to take into
account the increase in the Savings Bank
deposits from 1938 contrasted with the
position today—1 will give the hon. mem-
ber the figures if he doubts my statements
—there would not be sufficient to fill the
present loan. There might be if the in-
crease were to be taken throughout Aus-
tralia, but not from this State alone.

Mr. Doney: No-one suggested that.

Mr. CROSS: Tt is said that the Savings
Bank deposits in Australia have inereased
by £30,000,000, but that would not be
sufficient to fill the loan at this stage. The
simple illustration I was about to give to
the Committee is this: Let us assume that
A man is today reeeiving £6 a week. We
proceed to divide that into three equal
parts. We give the man two parts Lo live
on and the other part to the Government
so that it can pay its interest bill. Thus
the man would get £4 and the Government
£3, Then we may say, ‘T we reduce
wages and the eost of living in proportion,
this man will he just as well off.”* Te
would not be just as well off. I will tell
the Committee why.

In the illustration I have given, the
man’s salary has heen divided into three
parts of which the man received two and
the Government one. If we reduce the
wages the Government will receive only
half of what it formerly received, whereas
the public debt is fixed. So the effect is
that the Govermment must take £2 from
the man who has only £1 left. The posi-
tion would be impossible for that man.
Now, assume the man’s income was in-
creased to £9 per week! Divide that into
three equal parts! The man has two parts
equal to £6, the cost of living rising accord-
ingly. The Government takes the remain-
ing part which wounld be £3, and would thus
be able to pay its fixed commitments more
easily and, in addition, could reduce taxa-
tion. We must have regard to the natura)
processes of events. What will happen has
beem going on for a hundred vears, and
no Government can stop it. With the
growth of the public debt there is inevit-
ably an increase in prices due to the war,
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and all wars are inevitably followed by
waves of industrial unrest. Some people
lalk about the dog chasing its tail in this
eonnection, but it is not true.

The Premier: It is just a tale!

Mr. CROSS: The workers make their de-
mands and if they do not get what they
want, there is direet action and eventually
they get it. Nevertheless they are no better
off than before—but Governments ean carry
on, This sort of thing has gone on for
vears, and bistory will repeat itself. As a
resuit of this depreciation of currency values
some sections of the community have suf-
fered more than others. Three elasses have
suffered severely. These include people on
fixed incomes from investments. They in-
clude workers who are paid a margin for
skill. While sueh workers receive an in-
crease in the basic wage, the margin for
skill remains exaetly the same as it was in
1938. Everyone knows that a man who en-
joyed a margin of 30s. in 1938 and a simi-
lay margin today is placed in the position
that his margin will enable him to buy only
13s. worth of goods compared with what
was possible in 1938, Then take the position
of pensinners. I do not refer to the old-age
pensioners, hecause the Commonwealth Gov-
cernment did something abont them.

Take other pensioners and people who
are in receipt of superannuation! They are
suffering because the value of their money
hes depreciated by about 40 per cent. Mem-
bers themselves know that with the salaries
they receive today they eannot buy the qunan-
tity of poods that they eould in 1938 or
1939, T believe something should he done
to relieve the sitnation. It is a matter for
consideration at a Premiers’ Conference and
is not for this State to deal with alone.
The Commonwealth Government did some-
thing in connection with the pensions pay-
able to =soldiers from the 1914-18 war and
inereased fhem to some extent. Old-age pen-
sioners alse reeceived an increase but I again
remind the Committee that many civil ser.
vants who refired on superannuation as far
haek as ten vears ago now find that half
the purchasing power of their money has
gone, and thev are suffering in consequence
today. Tf anvone is contemplating buying
a house, he will find that as soon as the re-
strictions are lifted values will inerease 40
per cent. compared with what they were
previously. In Britain wages have inereased
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81 per cent. sinee 1939 and are still rising.
In Australia wages have been pegged and
the only increase the workers have received
has been in the hasic wage. I think the
whole position of the three classes of people
I have mentioned should be listed for con-
sideration on the agenda paper at a Pre-
miers’ Conference.

This Parliament could devote two or three
days to a dehate dealing with nothing else
than immediate war-cansed problems such
a5 shortages and various other matters. That
is the position as I see it today. I believe
the whole matter should be the subject of
8 discussion at a special conference because
the purchasing value of money has also de-
ereased and our huge interest debt has
mounted so high, It is time that not only
Australia and Great Britain, but the Empire
as a whole, tackled the problem. If that
is not done, later on other countries that are
not confronted with similar huge debts and
heavy commitments will be in a better posi-
tion than the Empire to compete for world
trade. What did Germany do in 19177 That
country set out on a planned scheme of in-
flation. Overnight, rents were inereased by
law and all export transactions were foreed
to go through the Reichbank. They un-
loaded in one way and another hundreds of
millions of pounds worth of useless marks
by purchasing properties in England, Amer-
iea and elsewhere.

Take the position in France! That coun-
try seeured a £50,000,000 loan from Britain
and then adopted a policy that sent ihe
frane sky-high and Britain received only
£5,000,000 back. I do not believe in uneon-
trolled inflation; I do not regard that as a
cure; but a form of controlled inflation is
never so disastrous to the masses of the peo-
ple as is a form of deflation. The huge in-
terest hill that we have to pay really affects
the rcvenue because, unless we take action
to deal with it, we cannot get the requisite
money with which to start new industries.
I believe there is action that could he taken
to remedy the position. There are three
things we could do. TFirst of all, although
rates of interest have been lowered, T believe
they should be still further reduced. Before
1900, the average rate of interest paid by
Great Britain on its old debts was less than
two per cent. and we were paying five per
cent. or more than five per cent. unti! about
1938.
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Mr., McLarty: Yet the Commonweelth
cannot fill the present loan at 23 or 3%
per cent,

Mr. CROSS: Possibly not, but the hon.
member must appreciate that the more we
increase the interest bill, the greater the
number of drones we shall have in the
community. In Great Britain in ordinary
times a large army of people live on their
investments,

Mr. MecLarty: There are not too many
drones in this State today.

Mr. CROSS: There may not be so many
today, and in an ordered community we
should not have them. The rate of inferest
should be reduced even below the present
level beeause a éontrolled form of inflation
1s infinitely better for the masses of the peo-
ple than is deflaiion. The second thing that
will help to ease the pesition is to ereate
new industries and as many of them as pos-
sible. The third is an increase in the popu-
lation of this State. If we had twice as
many people in the State, it would be twice
as easy to pay the interest bill because there
would be twice as many people to share the
burden. This is a matter that should be dis-
cussed in a full-dress debate in the House.
It is also an Empire problem. In Great
Britain the Government realised that somec-
thing had to be done for people on fixed
incomes and people living on superannuation
and pensions granted years ago, and in 1944
legislation was introduced which became the
Pensions Increase Act, 1944, 7 and 8 Geo.
VI, Ch. 21. I will read a portion of the
first schedule to indicate what the Govern-
ment did. The Aect provides for inereases
of pensions, mainly the pensions granted
years ago. The extraet is as follows:—

Pensiong which may be increased under this
Act.

Part 1.

1 A pension payable under the Superan-
nuation Acts, 1834 to 1943,

2. A pension payable under the Elementary
8Schoel Teachers (Superannuation)
Acts, 1808 to 1912,

3. A pension payable under the Teachers
(Superannuation) Aects, 1918 to 1939,
not being a pension payable under
paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of
section fourteen of the Teachers
(Superannunation) Act, 1925.

4. A pension payable under the enact-
ments relating to the pensions of the
Royal Irish Constabulary.

5. A pension payable under section twenty-
nine of the Finance Aet, 1932.
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Many local authorities also pay pensions
and Part II provides that an increase shall
be payable by any local authority solely in
relation to any loecal government service.
Many of the police in Great Britain are con-
trolled and financed by the municipal coun-
cils, and it was provided that their pensions
shonld be inereased as defined by the Third
Schedule to the Police Pensions Act, 1921,
in the exercise of their funetions as such an
aulhority. Tt was also provided that in-
creases should be made in pensions payable
by any local authorities in respect of the
servicp as a professional fireman, In Brit-
ain there is not a hoard such as we have to
control fire brigndes; there are dozens of
firc brigades, each town controlling its own.
The Act provided for firemen receiving in-
ereases and for increased payment on all
superannuation. The amount of pension
which should be paid was laid down. While
the real increase that has oeccurred in the
cost of living was not granted, a consider-
able increase was made in the pensions of
those people.

In Australia there are thousands of people
living on pensions; these people are not con-
fined to Western Australia, and if Great
Britain could take that action, similar con-
sideration should be extended to our people
who are in receipt of pensions or superan-
nuation. Consideration must also be given,
either by the Arbitration Court or by Par-
liament, to the change in the value of mar-
gins for skill. I pointed out previously
that a man in receipt of 30s. a week as a
margin for skill finds that the purchasing
power of his money has gone. There is not
likely to be any reversion to the pre-war
values of wages, History shows that there
will not be. Members will recall the change
in values that oceurred immediately after
the Boer War, and we had a similar ex-
perience after World War No. 1, Since I
have been in this State, the basic wage bas
been increased considerably. When I came
here the rate was 7s. per day; today it is
165, 6d. That represents the change in the
last 35 ycars. There are people drawing
peesions who retired 14 or 15 years ago;
and it is safe to say that the money which
they now receive will purchase only half
of the goods which they could have bought
at the time they retired. This is a matter
that ought to be discussed at a Premiers’
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Conference. I could say quite a lot more
about it, but I know the Premier wishes to
finish the general debate on the Estimates
tonight. I therefore suggest that the Pre.
mier make a date available for a speeial
debate on all our post-war problems, with
a view to improving matters and placing
our State in a better position, so that we
might avoid further depression and do all
we can for the benefit of the people.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[10.16]) : There are but a few matters fo
which I wish to make reference on the
Budget. First, I wish to refer to the
urgent position of a number of hospitals
in this State. We hear today that one of
onr largest privaie hospitals has closed, and
that in another the children's ward bhas
had to be elosed, while in some of our
country disiriets prave danger exists that
hospitals will not be able to remain open.
I think that if representations were made
to the Defence authorities as to the
urgency of the position and if the Govern-
ment took a strong stand, personnel could
be made available to carry on the hospital
work. We see today quite & number of
young women still in the Services. We see
them in uniform, in a!ll threc of. the De-
fence Services. Many of them are cooks;
they have been trained to be ecompetent
cooks and to do work of that class gener-
ally. I suggest that the Defence authori-
ties should release them, in view of the
urgeney of the position, to do this hospital
work. After all, it is quite as necessary to
look after our sick in the public hospitals
as it is to look after our sick in the mili-
tary hospitals.

If it is a question of wages—and I do
not think these girls are overpaid—I sug-
gest that if inereased wages are demanded
they should be paid. If the girls eannot
be discharged from the Defence Forees
immediately, then let the authorities grant
them leave. 1f a call were made for volun-
teers, I think we might get them, but to
think that hospitals are closing today,
when they are overcrowded as it is, does
not redound to cur eredit. I do not pro-
pose to say much on the Budget at this
late hour, as I know that Budgets delivered
in the State Parliament today do not create
the interest which they formerly did. That
is natural. The taxpayer is interested in
what increased taxation he has to pay.
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Mr. Smith: There is not much interest
in that on this side of the Chamber, anyhow.

Mr, McLARTY: No, That might apply
to the whole Chamber. 1 understand the
Premier wants to finish the debate, so we
shall have to stay here until this general
discussion is completed.

Mr. J. Hegney: Early morning will do.

Mr. MeLARTY : It might suit the hon.
member, but not me. We know that the
Commonwealth Parliament controls the
finances of this State, and I have no doubt
it will endeavour to retain that control.
Before long, I fully cxpect that another
referendum will be put to the people and
that the Commonwealth Clovernment will
be telling us that it is impossible for it to
face np to post-war problems unless if is
given complete control of taxation and
finance generally. No doubt the member
for Guildford-Midland will welcome such
a referendum, and if it is carried, he would
have the unification which he has so long
desired. We must face the position as soon
as possible. Buggestions have been made
to this Committeec that a convention should
be held. I think it is necessary. I also
think that we should have defined what
avenunes the Commonwealth Government
should tax and what avenues should be left
to the State. If uniform taxation is to con-
tinue, the importance of State Parliaments
will be greatly diminished and eventually
they will be abolished. In my opinion uvnifi-
cation in a country like Australia is un-
thinkable, becanse the more sparsely popu-
lated States are bound to suffer. When the
States federated no one imagined—no one
at all—that the Commonwealth Parliament
would be able to invade every field of taxa-
tion that could be theught of.

When introducing his Budget, the Treas-
urer mentioned the transition from war to
peace and told us that money was only ob-
tainable from certain sources. We bave been
reminded by many people of the dangers of
inflation. I think the greatest safeguard
against inflation here is to encourage civil
production. A search should be made by the
Government immediately as to what is offer-
ing in that direction. Again, there is need
to release all Service personnel as soon as
possible; and it would be in the best in-
terests of the country to cease the war pro-
duction which is still proceeding, and which
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1 suppose will be handed over to the War
Disposals Commission for sale and sold at
a considerable loss.

T desire to say a word or two ahout taxa-
tion. I think the people of Australia gen-
erally are disappointed at the reduction
which the Commonwealth Government has
made in taxation. All said and done, T think
it amounts to about only £3,000,000, and the
Commonwealth Governmeni will collect mil-
lions more this year than it did last year.
It wilt be able to colleet more because there
will be more taxpayers to collect from.
There 15 no doubt this high taxation is hav-
ing its effect upon all classes of the com-
munity.  There is a tendency to slacken,
both on the part of the employer and the
employee. They were willing to submit to
this taxation during time of war; but there
arve definite indieations, which are growing,
that there ig a slackening of effort. I want
to refer fo company taxation. The Minis-
ter for Industrial Development has told us
on a numher of oceasions that he is keen to
cstablish secondary industries in this coun.
try, If he is going (¢ establish them and
the pecessary ecapital is to be raised, it ean
be raised only through the formation of com-
panies.  There is no indocement for com-
panies today to invest money, or to raise
money, to start with, when the Common-
wealth Government takes one-third, or
nearly one-third—®6s. in the pound—of their
profits. What inducement is there to ecom-
panies today to develop industries? Apart
from the 6s., there is taxation on their divi-
dends.

I think some people have an idea that
companies, or shareholders in companies, are
wealthy people, but that is far from being
s0.  There are thousands of sharcholders
throughout the Commonwealth who are poor
people; and the fact that they have shares
in companies means that they are not a
charge on the Government, although the in-
come they derive from their shares in many
cases would not he equal to what the old
age pensioner is drawing today. Tf we are
to develop secondary industries in this coun-
try, companies will have to he relieved of
taxation, Taxation should eertainly be sub-
stantially reduced, and when new companies
are heing formed they should be given a
rertain period in which they will he ex-
empt from the company tax. The Premier
referred to migration. T agree with him
that we should not attempt any large-seale
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migration until we bave settled vur Service
personnel, and that is going to take some
time. Therc are enthusiasts who tell us that
we should start migration immediately, and
who impress upon us the need for increased
population.

We all agree about the need for inereased
pupulation; but the Treasurer is right when
he says that he will attend to our Serviec
personnel first and whatever form of migra-
tion we have in future has to be well ordered.
1 do not think it advisable that anyone aver
40 chould be assisted to migrate to this
counfry. The younger migrants are the
better, and child migration is the soundest
torm of migration. I know that the Com-
monwealth Government is trying to make
atrangements, or has made arrangements to
bring 50,000 orphan echildren to Australia,
three years after the cessation of hostilities.
We in this State should try to get n fair
proportion of those children. We have
the Fairbridge Farm, on which a solid
amount of money has been expended,
und which is now practically empty. It is
fitted to receive such children and there
they eould be trained. Every effort should
be made to make use of that farm once
more. I do not altogether agree that
these children should all be brought out with
the one idea of their being put on the land.
We know from our own cxperience that
many boys are not adapted to the land, and
do not want to take up a carecr on the land:
and these children shounld be given an op-
portunity to choose their own carcers, anid
we should help them.

I am alarmed at the rising cost of houses,
Workers’ homes are today costing over
£1,000, and I think there is 2 tendency for
those costs to rise. I do not believe those
costs can be justified; and I wonld hike to
see tabled in this ITouse a detailed statement
of these costs generally, including costs of
labour and material and other expenses. I
feel that some people are getting more out
of this house-building than they should get,
but I do not know where the excess cost is
mounnting up. It will be well worth while
to institute an inquiry info building costs.
T desire to conelude with a reference to the
industrial position. There is no doubt that
our industrial conditions in Western Aus-
tralia—T1 refer to peace in industry—will
have more to do with our success in estab-
lishing seeondary industries than any other
factar.
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Generally speaking, we have been freer
from industrial unrest than most States.
We should encourage more round-table eon-
ferences between employers and employees
and, if agreements are not reached, appeal
can be made to the Arbitration Court. But
it is useless going to the court unless both
sides will obey the awards given. I would
much rather see the States handle industrial
matters, where possible, than sece the Com-
monwealth do it, because the Commonwaealth
has not suceeeded in regard fo industrial
turmeil. Even today, we have the spectacle
of our troops in New Guines and other
places being on short rations hecause the
Government is nnable to enforce peace in
industry.

Mr. Fox: That is very doubtfal.

Mr. McLARTY : There is no donbt about
it, as the hon. member would see if he read
this morning’s paper.

Mr. Fox: I read the paper.

Mr. Doney: What right have you to deny
the truth of what soldiers write home?

Mr. McLARTY : If the hon. member had
read the paper, he would have seen letters
from soldiers. Not only did I read the paper,
but I myself have secon letters from soldiers
stating that they are on short rations and
have to exist on bully beef and M. and V,
That is no eredit to our Government; and if
it is unahle to maintain peace in industry
today under those conditions where men are
waiting to come home, there is not a very
bright outlook for the future. I am per-
sonally more inelined to put my faith in the
State Government keeping the peace in in-
dustry than I am in the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment doing so.

Mr. Watts: Your faith would not be mis-
placed, either.

Mr. McLARTY: I do not think it would
be. Those disrupting industry should be
punished. We have heard reference tonight
to the Communists, and I have read where
leading trade mnionists have complained of
Communist influence. If we are strong
enough, surely we can get rid of that in-
. fluence! If Communists asre disrupters of
industry, they should be punished, and 1
hope not only our Commonwealth hut our
State Government will have strength to
deal with this matter.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [10.34]:
The proceedings tonight seem to have de-
veloped into a contest between the Govern-
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ment, on the one hand, endeavouring to wear
down members; and members, on the other
hand, endeavouring to wear down the Gov-
ernment. 1 appreciate that the hour is late,
but if one has a contribution one desires to
make, it should be made, irrespective of the
hour. In the past there seems to have been
a partieular merit perceived in the fact that
Budget surpluses were achieved. I can sec
that during periods of acute erisis, such as
during a war when there is necessity to re-
tract from any aectivities that might militate
against the suceessful prosecution of the war,
such a course is necessary and desivable;
but ordirarily I can see no virtue whatever
in a Budget surplus being achteved. I prefer
that work shall be done by both the Com-
monwealth and the State Governments rather
than that they shall be influenced by a set
of bookkeeping figures. Adfter all, be our
public debt what it may, if we have homes,
schools, hospitals and transport facilities, we
have the things that ave vital.

I find, on perusing the indebtedness of the
various States, that in Vietoria the average
indebtedness is £93 per head, while in West-
ern Australia it is £211. Those are the most
recent figures available. I find that there is
a great disparity between one State and an-
other. By no stretch of imagination ean it
be said that the prosperity of a Siate is
governed to any considerable extent by the
size, be it great or small, of the indebtedness
of that State. T feel rather that the people
as a whole of New South Wales, for instance
—notwithstanding the indebtedness of that
State is greater than that of Vietoria—
enjoy a condition of living infinitely superior
to that of the inhabitants of Vietoria. After
all, it is the physical satisfaction, so far as
the hard school of economies is eoncerned,
that is the paramount faetor.

During the addresses on the Estimates
practically every speaker had something to
say about the effect of uniform taxation
upon the eapacity of the States to manage
their own affairs. That position has to be
acknowledged. I want to say quite frankly,
as ¢id the member for Guildford-Midiand,
that we have to face up to the situation that
uniform taxation has come to stay, whether
we like it or naot. T think, too, that the
people of the Commonwealth favour a per-
manent continuation of uniform taxation.
It is not suggested that the rates should in
any way approach the heights they reached
during the war. Buot if the requirements of
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the States are in excess of the pre-war levels
hy 50 per cent. I do not think the average
person will find the burden in any way in-
tolerable. 'When all is said and done the
amount involved is approzimately £2,500,000,
so far as Western Australia is concerned,
whereas the amount we expend is in the
vieinity of £14,000,000. It will, therefore,
he appreciated that only a fraction of the
income of the State is in any way affected
by this system of uniform taxation.

I will agree, of course, that many items
are such that it is impossible to vary them
to any extent. I do not think it is suggested
that if, contrary to my belief, we ever
again have the power to impose taxation,
apart from the Commonwealth, the rates
should in any way be raised. I believe, there-
fore, that the idea of members is that
there should be paid to Western Aus-
tralia, a greater proportion of the taxation
received as a consequence of the inereased
standard of living and the general higher
prosperity that has, paradoxically enoungh,
cxisted during the war and is continuing, at
any rate, for the time being. Members are
aware that in the Federal Aet which made
uniform taxation an aceomplished faect, there
is a distinct and definite provision to the
effect that if the payments made fo a State
are, in the opinion of the Treasurer of that
State, insufficient to meet the State’s require-
ments, then applieation may be made to the
Grants Commission for the purpose of en-
deavouring to scenre a greater allotment of
money from the Commonwealth. T am in-
terested to know whether any such applica-
tion has been made by the Government of
Western Australia. I feel that an exceedingly
good case along those lines could be made
out.

I am informed that at present the Com-
monwealth Government is econsulting with
Lhe representatives of certain States with re-
gard to making to those States a greater al-
location out of the money received by uni-
form taxation. 1f that is a gesture or a
move by the Commonwealth Government re-
cognising a certain state of affairs, there
is, notwithstanding that fact, a responsibil-
ity devolving on the Government of this
State to make direct approaches in order ta
secure a greater measure of financial aid
than it receives at present. There is no
denying the fact that Western Australia is
in a very sad state of disrepair. No matter
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in which direction we care to look mainten-
ance work is long overdue, Extremely im-
portant developmental works should be un-
dertaken, There is no need to itemise them
because all members are aware of the many
works that are simply shrieking to be done.
We must expand and carry out reforms.
We, as a Government, must venture forth
in order to give something better to our
people than has previously existed.

Some criticism has been levelled at the
paucity of the amount devoted to mining,
partienlarly goldmining, for the fortheoming
year. T do not desire in any way to depre-
cate the work of the goldmines, but I do
suggest that a tremendous number of other
tasks, of far more value to the people of this
country than the opening or re-opening of
the goldmines, should be undertaken.

Mr. Kelly: Where will you get the
labour?

Mr. GRAHAM: The commodity produced
may have an extremely high, and, may I
say, artificial value on the international
market, but I am convinced that gold is
not going to satisfy any of the basie re-
quirements of our people.

My, Perkins: What if it is needed in ex-
change for imports that we require?

Mr. GRAHAM: We must pursue that
argument at greater length, and to more
effect, when we have a more favourable op-
portunity. In reply to the interjeciion of
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie in con-
nection with finding employment for people,
I visnalise that, when this transition period
has passed, the situation, which is difficult at
present on account of the demobilisation of
so many thousands of men and the impos-
sibility of immediately embarking upon the
projects that we have in mind for the
future, will he very similar to what bas ob-
tained over the past few years. There will
be a grievous shortage of manpower, rather
than a shortage of jobs, T think I could
rive a list of works to be undertaken in
Western Australia that would keep every
able-bodied man, woman and ehild occupied
for many years to come. The only thing
likely to prevent those works being under-
taken is if in the future, as we have done in
the past, we allow ourselves to be dictated
to by financial considerations, Tf we regard
the matter from the point of view that there
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is work to be performed and that we have
people capable of doing that work, we shall
proceed with the work instead of, as in the
past, looking at figures in a book to see
whether those works should be undertaken.
T anticipate 1hat that wili be the spirit that
will pervade all future undertakings where
the Commonwealth Governmment is con-
cerned, The agitation by many members re-
garding the extreme urgency—as they see it
—of a considerable expansion in tourist
fucilities does not strike home to me.

I am not econvineed that in Western Aus-
tralia, or in Australia as an economic unit,
we ean secure any great advantage by per-
sons coming here and by our people beecom-
ing waiters and stewards to them and pro-
viding them with food, accommodation,
transport and all the other facilities they re-
quire, I do not think that we should be-
cume workmen to satisfy their wants, how-
ever extravagant they might be. If we
carry that to its logical conclusion we be-
come slaves to the visitors who come here
hiolding in their hands papers that are reeog-
niged by institutions known as banks, and it
that eomes about, then, hey presto, the mil-
lennium has arrived in Australia. The more
of these people that ecome to Apstralia the
more of our wealth will they consume and
the more people will be required to satisfy
their "wants, instead of performing tasks
ihat will assist in building up the living
standard of the pecple of this country.

Mr. Perkins: Do you not think we might
zret some nsefnl imports back in return for
those pieces of paper?

Mr. GRAHAM: I would have thought
that the debate held a few nights ago in this
Chamber would have satisfied a number of
members that, if we are going to hiteh our
waggon to a star called the export market,
we will be hitehing it to something that is
extremely uncertain and shaky, to say the
least of it. YWhile I believe much that has
been said of the necessity for an inter-
national ov*’o0k, I also believe that there is
necessity to make our own people secure.
1f we are constantly sceking illusive over-
sea markets, which may or may not be there
next year, to sell our eommeodities at prices
that may or may noi be payable, we are
building on a very shaky foundation.

Mr. Perkins: The member for East Perth
sounds very like an isolationist, to me.

[48]
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Mr. GRAHAM: I think I sound like a
realist. Another matter that has recently
received publicity is the liguor trade, with
particular reference to trading hours. The
Premier is aware that representations have
been made to him in this matter from various
sources. Twelve months ago I suggested
that, hecause of the circumstances, when
licensed premises were—as I put it—to a
great degree in a state of suspense owing
to war-caused difficulties, the time was op-
portune te undertake a comprehensive in-
quiry into many of the—in some respects
unsavoury and questionable—items ealling
for investigation, However, nothing has been
done regarding a general inquiry into the
ramifications of the liquor industry, though
some alteration was made several months
ago into the hotel trading hours in the met-
ropolitan area. I refer to the extension of
the trading honys to 7 p.m. I am confident
that that alteration was not satisfactory to
a single section of the community—the
drinkers, the publicans, the barmaids and
barmen, or even the temperance people—not
one section was satisfied with that change.
T think, therefore, that there is now a greater
neeessity for a full inguiry, so that when u
determination is made it will have some ap-
preciation of the realities of the situation,
instead of merely making a stab in the dark.

I am prompted by the remarks of the
member for Murray-Wellington, who men-
tioned another matter. He referred to what
we have read in the Press this evening re-
earding the tragie situation that has devel-
oped in the hospitals, owing to the Impos-
sibility of supplying staffs for those institu-
tions. The reason, of course, is that the work-
ing conditions offering are not sufficiently at-
tractive. Whilst it may not be before our
minds at the moment, I think the same can
be said of many other voeations of extreme
importance fo the publie, where work must
he performed without interruption. I ap-
preciate that, becanse of the Commonwealth
regulations that exist at the moment, the out-
look for an immediate change is not hopeful.
I will refer again fo remarks I made earlier
this session, to the effect that the time is
opportune for a full investigation into all
the items that go to make up the standard of
living of the pcople, in order that the tri.
bunat appointed might make recommenda-
tions for our guidance, to determine what
will then he constituted as a minimum stand-
ard for the people of Western Australia.
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When that minimum is decreed, a full con-
sideration, to an extent greater than in the
past, can be given to questions such as mar-
gins.

So long as there are defects regarding
annual leave and conditions generally, apart
from hours, wages, broken shifts and so on,
there will be a continnance of the dissatis-
faction that is making itself manifest from
one end of Australia to the other and from
one end of the world to the other. In-
stead of waiting until such time as the Gov-
ernment succumbs to pressure by an aroused
people, or until the Governmenf is driven
inte the position of granting s concession
here and there, which will probably create
more anomalies than it overcomes, the Gov-
ernment should anticipate the situation by
embarking on something that would be new
to Western Austrslia in many respects, and
new in certain respects to many other States,
but which would take the best from all the
States and break new ground in certain
directions. I hope the Government will
seriously consider making a move along the
lines T have suggested. I extend congratu-
lations to the Treasurer for the manner in
whick he introduced the Budget—a very in-
formative manner—and for having made a
dry subjeet as interesting as he possibly
could,

Vote put and passed.

This eoncluded the general debate.

Votes and items discussed as follows:—

Votes—Legislative Assembly, £3,638; Joint
House Commitice, £5473; Joint Printing
Committee, 6,450 ; Joint Library Committee,
£200; Premier's Office, £10,222; Treasury,
£30,592; Governor's Establishment, £2,718;
Ezrecutive Council, £5; London Agency,
£9,715; Public Service Commissioner, £2,073;
Government Motorcar Service, £1,994; Audit,
£18,250—agreed to.

Vote—Compassionate
£3,482:

Items 4, 5 and 6, Widow of the late Det.
Sergeant Pitman, £109, widow of the late
Police Sergeant Mark, £109, widow of the
late Constable Buzza, £G6.

Mr. MeLARTY : Is this the only provision
made in the case of the three widows of
police officers who lost their lives while carry-
ing out their duties? There shounld be some
provision other than merely a compassionate
allowance. I knew Sergeant Mark who lived

Allowances, etc.,

[ASSEMBLY.)

in my distriet for a number of years. He
was shot by a lunatic who had escaped, when
he attempted to arrest the man. The case
of Detective Sergeant Pitman is well known,
while Constable Buzza was also shot while
carrying out his duty. The allowances set
out seem fo me to be very small and I think
the widows, considering the cireumstances in
which their husbands lost their lives, should
Teceive more generous allowanees. I suggest
that the vote should be increased by the
Government.

The PREMIER: These matters are
covered by the Police Act and represent
compassionate allowanees which may be
allowed either by way of annual payments
or in lump sums. The payments represent
annual allowences to the.widows concerned
and each case was given the fullest considera-
tion at the time.

Vote put and passed.

Votec—Government Stores, £20,827 ; Taza-
tion £12,000-—agreed to.

Fote—Workers’ Homes Board, £5:

Mr. CROSS: I understand the Govern-
ment is boilding 64 workers’ homes on the
polo ground near the river at South Perth
and that the buildings are being erected for
the purpose of renting. They will be
allotted mainly to people with fairly large
families. Has any provision been made for
angther school in the distriet, because the
present institutions are overcrowded and
there is no other land available for such a
purpose in the vicinity? 1 should have
thought that, with the advantage of a com-
petent Town Planning Commissioner, some
such provision would have heen made.

The CHATRMAN: What item is the hon.
member dealing with?

Mr. CROSS: With the vote for the Work-
ers’ Homes Board?

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member has
missed his opportunity and should have
spoken on the main debate.

Mr. CROSS: I will take the first item
dealing with salaries and allowances.

The PREMIER : Wherever there are plans
for the erection of workers’ homes involving
the development of new areas, every con-
sideration is given to the provision of neces-
sary amenities.

Vote put and passed.
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Votes-——Superannuation Board, £3,320;
Printing, £76,476; Tourist Bureau, £3,033;
Literary and Scientific Grants, etc., £13,050;
Miscellansous Services, £1,130,236—agreed
to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.

Tiegislative @omeil.

Wednesday, 17th October, 1945.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.am., and read prayers.

QUESTION.
FREMANTLE WHARVES.

As to Sanitary Conveniences.

Hon. G. W. MILES asked the Chief Sec-
retary : Will the Government take immediate
action to compel the authorities concerned
to instal adequate samitary conveniences on
the Fremantle wharves for the use of hoth
the wharf workers and the genecral publie?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
sanitary conveniences on the wharves for
both sexes are considered to be adequate for
normal conditions. A ladies’ waiting room
with modern conveniences is located in a
central position on Vietoria Quay, and eon-
veniences for males are sitnated under the
wharves, approximately 500 feet apart, along
both quays, The modernisation of the men’s
conveniences will receive the attention of the
Fremartle Harbour Trust in due course.

MOTION—URGENCY.
Hospitals and Staff Shortages.

The PRESIDENT: I have received a
letter from Hon. E. H. H. Hall as follows:—
T desire to inform you that at the com-
mencement of the sitting of the Council to-
day, it is my intentior to move, under Stand-
ing Order No. 59, the adjournment of the
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House to diseuss a matter of urgeney, namely,
the urgent necessity for the State Govern-
ment to appeal to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to lift the restrictions under National
Se¢curity Regulations in relation to nursing so
as to enable the Government to deal with the
existing difficulties in connection with the staf-
fing of hospitals and thereby allay the unrest
at present existing.

It will be necessary for four members to rise .
in their places to support the proposal.

Four members having risen in their
places,

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [4.38]:
I do not think I need oceupy the time of the
House to any great extent on this matter be-
cause surely it is known to all, not only
here in Parliament, but also throughout the
length and breadth of the State, what a very
dire situation exists in the hospitals in the
metropolitan-suburban area and also in the
country distriets. Yesterday I received a
letter asking me to endeavour to get two
nutrsing assistants, as they are called, for the
hospital at Three Springs. This is ancther
term for probationers, so the hospital was not
asking for fully trained nurses; it wanted
two assistants who would be able to minister
to the sick in that hospital. I know of my
own knowledge that the hospital at Three
Springs is only one of many hospitals
throughout the State that are seriously short-
handed in the matter of {rained nurses and
short-handed in the matter of what might he
termed domestic help.

I have it on good authority that there is
at present a shortage of trained nurses to
the number of 140 odd. Tt was 140 ahout
a week ago, and every day word is coming
in of an increasing shortage. There is also
a shortage of a similar number of nursing
assistants, and of 30 to 40 cooks for hos-
pitals. This. is not a shortage that has
occurred only in reeent weeks. It has been
gradnally getting worse for months and
months. In a democracy such as that upon
which we pride ourselves, the time has long
passed when this matter should engage the
attention of the State Parliament. Maiters
industrially are somewhat confused today by
what I can only term an unfortunate intru-
sion by the Commonwealth.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: In case they have
forgotten, I would remind members that the
nurses’ union in this State—and T am now
dealing with trained nurses—is desirous of



